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Before The Beginning

The earliest reference for the name Koitiata is in two maps from pre-1909. They were
created by T. W. Downes from "old Maori sketches” and show Koitiata Stream, but there is
no Lake Koitiata or any other Koitiata recorded.

A 1914 map of Koitiata Survey District shows Koitiata Stream and Lake Koitiata, but whether
Lake Koitiata was just missed off the 1909 maps or was a name applied by settlers is
unknown. At that stage, those appear to be the only three uses of the name Koitiata. It is
assumed that the Koitiata Survey District gained its title from the stream and/or lake name.

A report in The Rangitikei Advocate in July 1913, tells of Turakina Heads being very popular
for camping and fishing during the summer. The area used was under lease from the Crown
and farmed by Simpson Bros who permitted access. The report says that several Turakina
residents were seeking to have land for a 'seaside resort'. A public meeting was held in
Turakina in August 1913 and a committee was formed to pursue the resort project. They
met with Mr. Duncan Simpson in August, and he stated that he was willing to relinquish
some of his leased land for the resort. A January 1914 report stated that The Premier had
advised Rangitikei County Council that the land requirement would be actioned, and Gazette
issued.

A survey map dated 1915 shows the planned area for the un-named Seaside Resort. A later
Koitiata Survey District map (circa 1917/18) shows the 165-acre reserve named as Koitiata
Domain. The NZ Gazette recorded it as being, "reserve for the purpose of a Public Recreation
Ground".

Once established its seaward boundary was set along the inland side of a road reserve,
which ran along the riverbank and then south down the beach. The northern boundary was
also established along a road reserve, which ran from Tunnel Hill, along the northern edge
of where the village is now and out to connect with the riverbank road at the mouth of the
Turakina River. Those road reserves were established in 1906 and existed before the
Koitiata Domain was established. On current LINZ maps they still appear as originally
established.

Koitiata Domain Recreation Reserve became the title for the reserve area in 2009.

The Survey District map (circa 1917/18) has an outline of a proposed Koitiata Town to be
established within the domain, and this is the first recorded usage of the name Koitiata being
applied to the town.
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The Ranaitiker Advocate

July 3.

SEA SIDE 'RESORT AT TURAKINA.

e i e st

’l‘hn Turu.unu “Honds uro now
becommg A vory populur resort for
h()lxday,sealm s during the suvuner
mout/hp, Tapd  within the past few
yom‘a'}r jumbar of  peoplo  huve

uupe(f;- Fthe -banks of tho Tura-
hmu rxve ;nnlunjoym‘ the tshing
in-rthesTivdr Tuud the sea bathing.
Among‘/ the saudbills are several
‘heatltltul CRlLping pluces, and
through' tho lLindnesy £ DMossrs
Simpson Bros., who hold & leaso s of
this land, advautago has been taken
by & mumber of families to spend
Robie vory  pleasant holiduys mway
from  tho bustlo of  tho  towns
Several Turaking rosidents aro noay
interosting themselvey in an ocndons
vour to procute about 100 acres of
thig laud as 4 seasida resort, and
there s no donbt thut f thoy e
suceessful in inguoing  thoe Govern-
ment to yost a sullicient portion of
this loud in thy  Lothbridge Town
Bourd, it will nov Lo many years
before it will booonio u populur sen-
sido resort,
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At present thoe Towun Board has o
forry reserve, about two milos from
the mouthh of tho river, which is
leased to Ay A, Gluegow, and tho
rent derivod frow thiy regervo s
spent  in plauting gannl o prass
Unfortunately tiis resorveo  is ine
aocesdible both- from the seasbiuro

-and Turakiog, ag tho road hias boeon

washod away by (ha river shifting
its course. Originully thiy rosoervo
was  used s ow cwuping place for
cattle travulliut, nlong tho couast,
but-ou uccouwut of itd presont igolatod
position the Towu Bourd hay Isased
tho reservo four grasing purpoyey, oy
it I8 praoticully wsoluss us o goagide
camping place,

It is tho iutentiou of the Turaking
onthusiusts to enll o uecting ol per-
sonsg desirous ol cstablishing o soa-
side resort at the wouth ot the Yura-
kKina river, aod with the co-operation
of residents ¢lony tho main rond to
Aarton, theru 1s evoery likelihood
of thelr cloimy bejug recopmined by
tho Dupavtmeint, as it v understoold
that the Crown  Lawvds Ruaupger has
reported  very f{avourably o thu
site. A deputation will, in all pro-
bLubility, be nppoiuted at thin wmeot-
ing to wait upon tho asuthoritices in
Wellingtou to™ further their cuuse,
and  thoere  is very littlo doulns
that the Departinont will grant the
concassion ushed foy,



The Rangitikelr Advocate
August 15, 1913

\\F 0 T ! G I
1 I

A PUBLIC MERTING for the
purpose of considering tho advisa-
bilily of acquiring o Seaside Roesort
ol tho mouih of the Turakina River
will bho held ab the Turakina Town
Hall on THIURSDAY, Augnst 21st,
ab 3 pome Al iniorested nre invited
to nttenid.
I BISSON,

Convenor.
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The Rangaitiker Advocate
August 27, 1913

TURAKINA SEASIDE RESORT.

e e e e =

Yesterday alternoon a deputution
cousisting of Turakina awnd Aarton
vesidents  waited  on Mr 1K
Simpsen,  chairman of  Rangitikel
County Couneil,

Mr W, H, Gomez, on behalf of
the deputation stated that the obiect
wits to seeure noosuitable reserve oat
the mouth of the Turakina River as
noenmping grouud and gensidoe resort
for thu pzople of the district, ox-
plaining that tho appronet to the
beach wad ab present through privato
property, and ftating that the co-
operntion ot the  CGouncil in this
matter wag desfred

[t wus algo pointed out that the
present Domain for which the Leth
bridge Town Board acted us trustees,
was (quite unguited for the purposo
reiquired ag the approach to the heacl
tlmrvfz‘mu wng cut oif Ly the river,

Ir Duncan Simpsou, who holds o
tenso of the Beash Runat the niouth
of thoe river, aud which bhas sccess to
the publio road laid off aud formed
soie tine ago by tho Council, way
present,  Mr D. Simpson stuted that
that he wne quito willing to relin-
quish hig lense of some 200 acres ot
the Ruon froutitg the rond aud tho
heach provided the land relinquished
wag vestad in Rangitikel County
Couuncil, avd that he was not culled
upon to do any fenoing.

Tho deputation unanimousty de-
cided to recommend the acoeptanco
ot Mr Do Simpson's offer, and ro-
quested tho ohairman of Haugitiked
County Counucil to have tho neces-
sury application wade to tho Govern-
ment to gat the Iand vested In the
Couunell for purposes of a seaside
rasgit tor the people of the district,
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The Nangitiker Advocate
January 14, 1914

Land for Turakina Beach Resort

The Prowior in his letter to the
Rongttikeli Oounty Qounuoeil on
Saturday stated that there was wuo
pecugsity to introduce legisiation to
got apart portion of the run at the
Turakina River for a seaside resort.
There §s power under the Land Aot,
1908, to reserve Orown land,notwith-
standiog that the samo may be held
undor pastornl licenss,tor any public
dowmuin. Action will® be talion to
liuve the'proclamation plan prepared
of the 280 acres required for recrea-
tion purposes, aud the nocessary
(GGazotte will then bo issued, DMessrs
Simpson Bros. bave alroady geuer-
ously deoided to forego their title
to thiis loud, und thero is no doubt
that in w short time the seasiue
rosort at Turakina will bo opouto
the public, wbo sbhould uavail them-
delves of this popular wmesus of
gpending their summer bolidays.
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The Rangitiker Advocate
November 13, 1914
Turakina Notes
(From our Own Correspondent)

Two Government surveyors are at
present surveying the Beach Road and
Reserve with a view to improvements being
made. With a better road the Beach Reserve
will be more popular than ever as a picnic
resort.
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The Rangitiker Advocate
December 20, 1916

Narrow Escape at Turakina

A fair knowledpge of swimwing
often averts a disaster. A cusge iu
point occurrod at Turakina recently.
A vigitor to tho beach attempted  to
gwim tho rviver near thoe channel at
high tide, with bhis trovsers ou and
hig shirt tied in a bundle vound his
neck.  Whon half-way across be be-
cnwe  exhuusted, and iu responss to
hiig cries that he was ‘‘done,’”” n
fistiormunn on the bhank gave him
the ugoful advice that Lt wusn't
very deep aud he could bottom it!”
tiowevor, ho did unot attempt to
rench the bottom an that fashion,
and his cries were bennd by two
bathers, who ufter running about a
guarter of aoile swam to his assist.
ance and landed bim in safety on
tho bnuok iy first  exclamntion
nlter recovery was, 'L got my shirt
woet ! Theremnrky of o Maori who
watched the occurrence are worlh
recording : By Jjove. ho go fishing,
hut the fish nearly contel b,
think you twn get the Red Cross
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The Ranmitiker dvocate

August 22,1913

SEASIDE RESORT AT TURAKINA

——— e .

/
A WORTHY PROJECT,

In respouso to an aunocaucement
appearing in the Advocate conven-
g wonceeting of all those interested
I acquiring a suitable area tor a
scasido reserve at the mouth of the
Turaking River, a number of Tura
Kina residents and o oarload frowm
Marton attended at the Town Hall
at Turakina to'hear thoe convenor's
(Mr I Sissou’s) views on thig excel
lent project.

Mr I Sigsou otcupicd the chair
and ktated that the object of ths
meeting  was it possible to forw
committee to tnke charge  of the
hrovement to scquire a piece of land
at tho mouth of the Turakina Rive
as aopublic reservo for a eeaside e
sort. At present, through the cour
tesy of Messrs Simpeon Bros,, they
wera cuabled to reach the seaside
i they wers greatfy indobtod w0
theso geutlemen for that privilege,
otherwise it would be impossible to
reach tho seashiore, &3 thero was no
other road, The time had unow ar-
rived when the residens of Tura
Iinn and Marton thought it desirabl
to acywire suflicient lund at.thoe pro-
posed gito to allow those Jdesiring it
to spend a wmonth or two at the
geaside, when no doubr in tite the
land thus acquired woald ba planted
and improveld, Tho beach was an
ideal one, aud there was plenty of
fishing, aud sea and river bathing,
with a minimum of dangor,

Mr W.o L Gowez sald that ho re
gretted that Marton was not better
represented ot the wmeeting, o con
sidercd the olLjoct a worthy one, and
the site oun of the best on the coast
Custlecliff was the neurcst senside
resort to darton, and that wasnbout
46 miles Dy rail, ‘and was notso
good us the Toraking beach for xea
bathing, or for spondivg o plensaut
tiwe in camping., The ouly oljus
tion wns having to pass over the
sandhill, but no doubt this could be
remedied if a strong committes was
set up to plant eand grags and  level
the hill till neolid foundation was
reached.  Persoually ho would give
s whole support to the project,
and there swero & number of residents
of Marten who would also support
tho scquisition of u suitable piece of
land,

Mr 5. k. Lewis wrote, apologising
for not being able to be present, aud
stated that Lo thought the project,
it earried  to a successful  issug
would meet the needs of alnrgo num
ber of people resident in Marton au
surrounding districts, At  presen
the nearest pieco of beach  cor
venfootly np{;roaohed ig Castleslif,
and for peoply in the Martou distriv
tho digtauco {8 too great to be e
joyable, especianlly whero childre
are concerned. Thereiga maguifices
etretch of eandy beach at the plas
proposed and if only an oasy e
of vommunication can be openud u
with the railway it would quickl
develop into a favouruble resort, ax
would, no doubt, be taken advantag
of by tho Sochool Cowmrmittess whe
nrranging thefr anvual school excur
sfong, o would be willing toa
in any capacity in assisting to atfai
the end desired,

The Chairman suggested that o
comuwitteo should be- set up to takg
chargo of the movement, and MMessy
Sircon, Glargow, Rhcdes, Gome
and Franklin wero appointed to con
gider the best way., to acquiro the
laud, and it was also resolved tu ap
proach the Government with a viey
to securing the reserve, and (o ves
it in the Turakina Domain Board

Tho committee will visit the &ite
proposed to be applied 'for asare.
gorve on Saturday afternoon, and
will then interview Mlessrs Simpso
Bros. with a view to securing their
co-operution in this matter.

A liearty vote of- thanks wasac
corded the Marton residents forat
tending the meeting and also to M
Sisgon for presiding,
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Recreation Reserve in Wellington Land Disirict brought wnder
Pari I of the Public Reserves and Domains Act, 1906.

LIVERPOQOL, Governor.
ORCER IN COUNCIL.

At the Government Buildings at Wellington, this twenty-sixth
day of February, 1917.

Present :
Te HoNourasLE Sip James Ariex, K.C.B., PRESIDING
1N CoUKCIL.

BY virtue of the powers and authorities vested in me by

the twenty-sixth section of the Public Reserves and
Domains Act, 1908, I, Aribur William de Brito Savile,
Barl of Liverpool, the Governor of the Dominion of New
Zealand, by and with the advice and consent of the Execu-
tive Council of the said Dominion, do hersby order and
declare that the reserve for recreation in the Wellington
Land District described in the Schedule hereto shall be and
the same is hersby brought under the operation of and
declared to be subject to the provisions of Part II of the
waid Act; and such ressrve shall hereafter be known as the
Koitiata Domain, and be managed, administered, and
deslt with as a public domain.

SCHEDULE.

ALy that ares in the Wellington Land District, containing
by admeasurement 165 acres 2 roods, more or less, being
Seotion No. 5, Block 1, Koitiata Survey District. Bounded
towards the north by a public road, 1858-4 links; towards
the north-east by Run No. 17, Block I aforesaid, 10103-¢
Jinks; towaxds the south-east by Run No. 17 aforesaid,
1405-1 links; and towards the south-west generally by a
road reserve one chain wide from mean high-water mark
along the sea-beach to the mouth of the Turakina River;
thence by a road reserve one chain wide along the eastern
bank of the Turakina River: be all the aforesaid linkages
more or less. As the same is delineated on the plan marked
L. and S. 171934, deposited in the Head Office, Department
of Landas and Survey, at Wellington, and thereon edged red.
"AW. FURDBY,
Acting1 gle%t 1:7 the Executive Council.
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; Lands permanently reserved

LIFERPQOOI. Governer,

THEREAS by ke three-bondred-end-twensy-hrst section of tne Land Act, 1908, 1 is emacted ther the Governor

ma¥ from bime o time, either by general or particulsr description, and whether sbe csme bas been aorveyed

or not, regerve from sale temporarily, novwitkstandiog Shet the sime may be then held noder peszoral license. any Crown
lends which in his opinion wre reguired for any of the purposes in the iaid cection mentioned.

And whereas by the three-bandred-and-twenty-eecond zection of tbe enid Acc it is provided thas lapnd remperarcily
reserved onder the said three-bondred-and-twen;v-first section may,at the expiration of one month bat not later than
siz monthe aftar the poblication in the Gazette of nosice ol suck temporary reservation, be permanentiy reserved. and tha
of&ice of suck permanent reasrvation aball be poblished in the Gazetre:

" And whereas by the sisty-pinth seclion of the Land for Seuclements 4o, 1808, i is further provided thai the
Governor may {rom time to time, a3 he tbinks Os, eos eside reserves for sny epecified public purpose oat of land zoquired
ander the last-mentioned Act, provided thoat oo land w0 reguired ehall be et sslde Jor endowmenta:

And wheress the lends specified in the first coiumn of the Schednle herezo were, by the Warrants the deten of whick
are spocifiad io the third colomn of the taid Scheduole. and the notifications of which were published in the Gasetles
epecified in the foatth colamn.temporarily reserved under the aothority of the enid Acts lor the purpoees apecified in the
pecond eclumb of the said Schedale:

How, tberalors, I, Artbar Willism de Brito Savile. Barl of Liverpool, the Governor of the Dominion of New
Zealnnd, in poreosnce sod exercise o! the powers snd suchorities covferred oven e by the seid Acts, do bereby perms.
néntly resecva the lands eo temporatily tecerved anaforeseid.end enomersted in the firet column of the Scheduie bareto,
tor the purposes apecified in the pacond colomm of the seid Schedule, veing the same purposes for woich the said lands
wars 4o bamporarily reservad se nforesaid.

EQHEDULE,
Feorat Oolumn ; Second Columm c'l'i:'u'd. I| Famrth Calums
DEsonRTeTIoN oF RESERVES, o i o
—— T — | for which Land| D .
Land Disrie. Localtey, Section.  Block.  Ares 1 TR reserved, | Waersat. ik
. i l | | I
I A BOF | 2416 1916.
Aackinod ;. | Waipareirs Pariah ., | 236 .« | 5 0 D |Puoblic cemelery v | 16 Fab. | Mo. 20, 4 Feb.
o .+ | Eobours East S5.D.* | 14 ¥ | 2 0 0 |Site for spublicechosl | 14 Mac, | Na 32 16 bisc.
: .. | Cambridge B.D.* . 16 4 200 : . : .
Hawke's Bay| Pobni 8D.* - .. 1 115 5 0 0 |Selorn Nativeschool| 3 . | »
Welllogton | Eoitieta S.D." .. H] I 63 2 0 |Puoblic recrestion-| 21 Feb. | Mo. 25, % Mar
gronod
& Eni!lﬁkl s.D." 5 15 v b 3399 | Sitra for 2 publicpoand | 11 Bar, | Hao. 32, 16 Mar,
Otago .. | Conical Hills Seitle- 67 ‘" 3 0 0 | Site tor s public school | 27 Jan. | Ko 12, 3 Pab.
] rnenk {
z «« | Town of Renfarly.. § aod § i1 0 2 p |Bie for s post offics .. | 21 Feb. | No. 25, 2 Blnr.
¥ e Il Greapfeld Settlement 16 I 0 0 | Sitefor s pablic schoaol i 11 Mar, | Ko, 32,16 Mar.
[ |

— - oT== — e — _——

* Borway districe

As witnees the band of Hiv Excellency the Gaversor, this tweniieih day of Mar, one thoussnd nine

bopdrad and sixteesn,
W. F. MASSEY,
Minister of Lands.
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