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Organising the People 

Projects like the Hall and Causeway are great examples of the Koitiata 

community’s organisational abilities and the achievements of the residents’ 

committees and other bodies that have existed throughout our history.  

The first organisation was the Koitiata Domain Board. It was designated by 

Government in 1917 to administer the newly formed Koitiata Domain. The 

board was comprised of members of the Rangitikei County Council, and it 

continued until 1978.  

A letter dated November 1962, from RCC to the Turakina Beach Residents 

Association is the first record to hand of any community committee. There 

must have been good support for that committee; the chairman’s report of the 

1978 annual meeting, records “… at a meeting of 70 members of the 

Association, a new Committee was elected.”  

In May 1980, the RCC proposed to TBRA that they consider, "In view of number 

of permanent residents ... the possibility of constituting a residential area … 

under the Local Govt Act 1974.”  

Meeting of residents in August 1980 moved to go ahead with forming a 

Community Council. Ratepayers were informed that from April 1981 the new 

Council would operate, and that in early 1981, “Ratepayers and (Residents … to 

have lived in Koitiata Community district for three months)” could vote in 

elections for council members. Seven members then formed the new Koitiata 

Community Council, which was a sub-committee of the Rangitikei County 

Council.  

A Dec 1988 report states, "KCC will cease to exist … with the new Government 

Scheme of Regional Councils ..." The final meeting of the KCC was held in Oct 

1989. They advised of a public meeting to be held in November to discuss the 

formation of a new residents committee.  

The inaugural meeting of the Koitiata Residents Committee was held January 

1990. A separate Social Committee was created in 1992. These established our 

current residents committee system.  

There were hiccups from Nov. 1995, when the Residents Committee went into 

recess due to a lack of participation. The Social Committee stepped in and 

carried the can until March 1997 when a new K.R.C. was formed. 
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, rewsletter 1 lfovenber 82

The purpose o.f this newsLetter is to i:rfonn property ouners in the
Connnnrnity of some items of general interest,

The land constitutiag Koitiata
Recreatl-on Reserve was originally part of --pastoral licence held by Mary Ann
Moorehouse of England. ijer licence was for a term of 21 years from 1 Mallch tg8g.

In't906 she applied for and obtained the Deparbrentrs approval to s.gbdivide
the holdings and transfer portions to l,lr"R.K.Simpson anC Messrs C.W. & H. Wilson
for the balance of the term. When the Licence expired on 29 Febnrary 1909 it
rras offered for selection (as such licences contained rro right of renewal) arra
the success-fu1 applicant insofar as Run 17 wa.s concerned was Duncan Simpsn.

rn August 1913 yo'Llr council (county council) made represeiztation to the
DePartment about acquiring an area of land at the mouth of the ?urakiaa River
for a seaside resort to meet the needs of the residents of Rangitikei. Council
also indicated that the pastoral licensee, Dosimpson, was r.ril l ing to reli.nguish
his interest in 1oO or rore acres of his l icence for such a purpose. This was
shortly folloved by written advice -from Mr.simpson in s.rpporl of tfr. pr.oposal,
conditionally that the proposed area be controlled by your council.

A-fter subsequent discussion between the three parties an area of 165 acres
2 roods was surveyed out of the pastoral licence.

Pursuant to Section 321 of the tand Act 19OB this area lras set aside as a -
reserve for a public recrea.tion gncund. ,1[ew Zealand Gazette 1915 page 642 refers.

, As, a 4esult of the 
".a,r"tior. 

t;;";*;"i ,rl.".e area i"Ir,si.rnpson..r.s,.t^-9!.!.i l- '
t*as adjusted proport ionatery taking effect f rom 1st septernber i916, you wir l
gather frorn'this lt is not strictly cornbct that Mrisinrpson gifted the land.
The land was stll 'rendered::frsm his lease with his agreernent and as a result of
nhich he reedived a rental adju.strnento

Subsequent to the gazettaL as a reserve the l-and was by I'Iew zealand Gazette
1917 Pase 789 brousft t ,un<1er the provisions of Part  11 o-f  the publ ic Reseives ,
and Dornains Act 1908 and named Koitiata Domain, By Gazette 1g1 7 page 1120 the
County Cour:cil r.'as,subsequently-appointed to control and nanage the donr.ain

- The intention had always been that part of the domain be a.vaiiable for :
beech sect ions. sect ion 59'qt the Reserves and Othe: t 'anJs Jirpor"r  i " t - i i lZ
authorised the issue of leases for this purpose over areas rro c **"*uoing one
guarter acte individuallyr..the total area of the scetj.ons not to exceedon ethenth
of the 

9taf area of the domajru Forty one sections lilere surveyed out for thi;
pt"lo,": (napa-t_i Street) but very fer^,, were leased in the early aays becausu oi-"

:i1.:3"^l*11*: T1e-rro3len however must have been resolved as all rhese
sections are now oclqied" Nevertheless beciuse o-f the sand blou pr.obtem sorne
residence vere erected on al1 unsurveyed area (baseo on a scheme plan vhich
slowed qn extention to tlre.erisinal sur.rey"o a".uf-;; ;J;;""-;i-.rti"-o-*r*r."
of these residerces latterly oecame known-., ro'u-tt."u. irr"-"itr.ti,r; ;;;* 

-

finan:I1y sorted out in the 1 950's when survey *as conpleted t) correctry fix
the boundarigs of all. sections then occrrpiea. In the early 1960, s a g.irttrer
subdivision ( so 2625j) roras approvedo

There are now 103 residen sect ion in the Reserver
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Freeholdinq of Sections. Application to freelrold sections had to be lodged with-"---t-F+-
the mmissioner of Crown Lands before Jwre 1 5tI7 1982. Tkrcise wtro made application
to freehold their sections will have, or vi.ll in the next -few days receive a
Cert i f icate o-f  Ti t le for their  Sect ion.

This is an inportant docurnent and rrill need b h produced i-f ttre sectionis sold or a Jrprtgage is raised on the property.

where 1ou put it.

Wainui Street, perhaps .
Comrnunity building.

See th&t it is put avay in a safe place and remember

,@unitv, penfTe. The building sited torsards the end ofKnov/n as the Fire station has been officiallt named as the
f_f is available for use by Comnunity

funds become available the buiioing vill
added to. A sink top has been offered
be ing  . ' cons idered " fo r  a t ten t ion  are :_

groups -for meetings or fi:nctionsr As
be lined and furnished and probabl.r
to the Council by a resiOeni. l,taiters

jobs and others maybe rindertaken a fund raising functionorganised the council -peels a seperate committe; should

4
t a

2.

3 r
4 .
) o

Instal l ing of heat ing. points
Obtaining a tank -  orefernaht rr  E
water ror rire rigi.tlil":ffitjl.t?:t.fl:ti:li.- to provide a supplv or
Painting the walls and roof
Doing the  necesser " l r  n ' ' l r rm l - r in^
oltiinins 

"**i"-uic";;# rable .for the hall
fn order that these

such as (ilousie) can be
be .formed.

A note noti'fying property owners o.f a meeting to be held on saturday 4thDecember at 2pm. for the p.r"po.u of electing such a committee is attached to thisf tFr, tc l  a l -J-an
L g u f  '

As a result o-f the efforts o_f some o.f the wrcmen in the Conrum,rnity andsBurbemy and Leighton in particurar aFppon*i:nately $3oo has aleeady beenThis money will be used on developiirng ih" .o*n,rr.ifir buildj.nE,

FUlfDS.
Mesdame
raised.

Koitiata communi '$t c9u4Ei1 
, People may ronder how this council came into being.
k vrote- the following letter to the Turakina BeachResidents committee l- The General purposes o-f--a ocmrm.rnity council are!-

(u) Tb m-ordinate and express to the County Council the views o-f the
Comrunity on any matter o.f concern to the mmmunity; and

(n) After consul-ting and obtaining the consent of the county Council, totake such action in the interests of the comrunity ruith respect ro any matter o.fconcern to the cornmunity as is appropriate, expedient and practicable! and

- (t) ?o undertake encourage, and co-ordinate activities for the general wellbeing of the residents of the communlty; and
(0) To per-form such .funetions and exercise such powers as

to ti-me be delegated to it by the cnunty oouncil under section
or under any other Act.

under section 632 of the Act this county Council rnay delegate to the (bnrmunity
Counc i l  any  func t ions  vh ich  in  i t s  on in ion  nnr r . t r rA^--.-- :"  

- t  * t l t : l  ln 1.r  vHrlrrv* uur4rLr best-  be handled by the Comnuni"tyLounclt  exqFpt for the fol lowinq:-
/  \  ! - .

Aa* 
\a/ 

' l 'ne powers under the Public !/cirks Act a4d the Tolrn and County planning
4 U  L a

Poi^rer yo borrov money, to make a rate, io make Bylaws or to enter into
a

The power to o\,rn property.
The power to appoint or lemove staf.f.

may from time to
632 o t  th is  Ac t

(u)
contracts

(.) '
(o)
The Conmunity council is deened to be a committee of the county council.
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A meeting of Koitiata Section holders held on 2nd Augiust 1982

supported the constitution of a Cornrm.rnity within the Rangitikei County.

A special 0rder constituting the Koitiata Community rnras confirmed at a "

meeting o.f Rangitikei County Council held on 9th October 1980 and the

Cornrm.rnity came into being on 1 April 1981.

The Councii consists of seven members four representing permanment

residents and three represent ing other property holders.

The Councillors vere elected by postal ballot and will hold office

unt i l  the next 1ocaI body elect ions in ' t  983.

The present Cou: lc i l lors are:-

![r. A. JoL, ]lcrndoe JP. Chairman \dainui st,Turakina Beach

Chartered Accountant

Mr. i 'd. Abbott Painter iiainui Str Turakina Beach

i"lr. JoHoRichar<ls Photographer 2& st.Hilf St"i',ianganui

i!Ir.,- .T-Tr.'emaina frntractor 14 Jackson St.\{anganuir : r l  v o r f  e r r H l r r v

Mr. A.McKenzie Butcher Rapaki st.Turakina Beach

Mrs M.Burberry llainui St. I\rrakina Beach

Mrs. K. Robb l' larried llornan 133 }{t.View Rd' llanganui

Fire"Eguipment.  A portable pump and hose together with a siren and sets
f f i a v e b e e n s u p p 1 i e d b y t h e F o r e s t r y D e p a r b n e n E . T h e e q u i p m e n t
vi l l  be housed in the l ia l l  bui lding. I t  is hoped in the'nean: future to 'gret a

a light trailer .for transporting the equipnent in timn o-0 emergency" A

systern of calls by the siren is being amanged by Mrol{.Abbott.

fn case of an enengency a key for the Hall vill be placed in a glass

fronted box bwside the side door of the Community building' I understand

several residents have offered to heLp make a trailer, and our thanks go to

them for their offer.

Cowse The Committee has had continuing discussions vith County representatives
Effi]ut the dairy cows using the road rlaily. The Council had a ineeting in
the Tlpakina llall last year with farmers using Beach F-oad with satisfactory
results in al l  but one case -

I"lr. Johnston nov moves his cor,rs through his own property and they only
cr loss the road in one placeo

The County 1evel1ed the sides of the road in one area so that the corus
eould be encouraged to walk on the grass. Art employee on a lnctorbike vas
going to ride along beside the cows and encouaage them to use thegrass
verger This has not been done and an ef-fect the tendency is to fet the cows
out onto the road and to wander along in their own vay.

Acmrding to the County an alternative bridge was being prepared to keep
the cows off the road bridge. .lfothing seems to be happer:ing as yet on this
matterr ! l r .  Vincent the County Overseer assures in that progress is being nade
to improve the co'ri sj.tuationr

Domain. Campi:ig; grounds.$uggestions have been made to the County that
ffimping area be moved to a spot adjoining the present conveniences and
that the flat area adjoining the conveniences be developed into a recreation
areaf The suggestion is that the present Domain area then be roaded and
subdivided into building sections,

 31/44 



P d 9 €  4 r r r . t .

If the caravavl area is left in its present location sooner or later
p?essure t*i}l be put on the Council to provirJe conveniences in the adjoining
Er€dr They could cost up to $e0ooo. By shifting the carping area
nearer the present conveniences this cost i,ould be arpided.

s . r e ^ A s s e e m s t o b e a c o m m o n o c c u r a n c e t h e b r . r i 1 d i n g i s b e i n gdirtied and de.faced. The council r,ould be pleased i-f anpne-seeing any
offences being corunitted wourd report it to a councirror,

Not ice Board. A- notice board has been erected at the @rner of triainui
Streets and in a fev days a nap rui1l be placed in it and will be mark

marked !o t sho.v inrportant spots in the Koitiata settlernent.

Animals. Complaints harre
in the settlement anC not

lli1l residents with stock please see that proper care is taksr of
then. The oounty By-laws have prorrision for action to be taken if
necessaryr

been made recently o.0 stock being a1lor,red to rocun
being provided with su.f.ficient food and water.

9lrristnas Gatheri9g . rn an e-ffort to promote ferl"or,rship in the settlementlE ls suggested that a gathering be held at the corununity Building8 pm
saturday 1B December'. opportunity to discuss this proposar w:i.ll be takenat the meeting to be hel_d on 4th Decsnber next. ft could well be anopportunity for the nev committee to organise its first function.

KOITIATE CO}8,{UNITY mUNCIT
A. f , L" M c II,IDOE. CIf A IRl-Alf-
- a -

MELTING

A MEETING OF SECTION HOTDERS AND RESIDENTS OF KOITIATA SETrLEI,{ENT WIIL BB
HELD IN g{E MMMUNI1Y BUTLDII\'G WAINUI STREE? oN
AT 2rpm.

gUSINESS,
- T! gtECT A COMMITTEE 'iO ORGA}TISE r'UNCTIONS AT II{E

MMMLINTIY BUIlDI}trG.

GENERAI

A. J.L, McillDOE
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