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Organising the People

Projects like the Hall and Causeway are great examples of the Koitiata
community’s organisational abilities and the achievements of the residents’
committees and other bodies that have existed throughout our history.

The first organisation was the Koitiata Domain Board. It was designated by
Government in 1917 to administer the newly formed Koitiata Domain. The
board was comprised of members of the Rangitikei County Council, and it
continued until 1978.

A letter dated November 1962, from RCC to the Turakina Beach Residents
Association is the first record to hand of any community committee. There
must have been good support for that committee; the chairman’s report of the
1978 annual meeting, records “.. at a meeting of 70 members of the
Association, a new Committee was elected.”

In May 1980, the RCC proposed to TBRA that they consider, "In view of number
of permanent residents ... the possibility of constituting a residential area ...
under the Local Govt Act 1974.”

Meeting of residents in August 1980 moved to go ahead with forming a
Community Council. Ratepayers were informed that from April 1981 the new
Council would operate, and that in early 1981, “Ratepayers and (Residents ... to
have lived in Koitiata Community district for three months)” could vote in
elections for council members. Seven members then formed the new Koitiata
Community Council, which was a sub-committee of the Rangitikei County
Council.

A Dec 1988 report states, "KCC will cease to exist ... with the new Government
Scheme of Regional Councils ..." The final meeting of the KCC was held in Oct
1989. They advised of a public meeting to be held in November to discuss the
formation of a new residents committee.

The inaugural meeting of the Koitiata Residents Committee was held January
1990. A separate Social Committee was created in 1992. These established our
current residents committee system.

There were hiccups from Nov. 1995, when the Residents Committee went into
recess due to a lack of participation. The Social Committee stepped in and
carried the can until March 1997 when a new K.R.C. was formed.
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The Rangitiker Advocate
December 20, 1917
SEASIDE RESORT AT TURAKINA

HEADS .

KOITIATA DOMAIN BOARD.

A meoting the-abovo Board, which
is comprised of the mombers of, the
Rangitikei  County Council, was
held thig morming at the Council
Oflices, Marton, Mr B. P. Loeth-
bridgoe presiding.

Tho following rogolutions wore
curriod. —That Mr L. II Richard-
gon, County Clork, be appointed
geerotary and troasuror, to the Board
and that Mr A. Thoms bo appointed -
inspoctor,

That tho wocretary- proparo tho
roport for tho yenr onding 8tst  Do-
combor ,1917, aud forward u copy to
tho Minister.

That shooting on tho Domunin be
not pormittod.

That tho pitchin;: of tonts on the
Domuin be pormitted during tho
ploagure of the Bourd in such locali-
ties us tho chairnen, sccrotsry or
inspector , of tho Board approves,
provided that no public nuisanco iy
croated, snd that no camp goar or
litter is loft on tho ground when thoe
tonts aro rouioved.

That no fire be lit on the Domuin
oxcopt for tho purpose of cooking
and that all tomporary fire-places bo
constructed to tho satisfaction of
the Board in such a mauner thuat
the firo will not spread to tho sur-
rounding vegotation,

That tho chuirman, secrotary and
inspector roport upon tho most suit-
ablo position for tho sotting asido of
an aroen for tho cerection ol cotlngos,

Thut o Ltemporary liconko for ono
your from tho Ieb Januwery 1918 ho
granted to thoso persons who havoe
ulroady crectod cottagoes on  the
Domain to occupy thoe said cottages
during tho poriod numod upon tho
payment of £1 eacli; such payment
Lo bo payablo within Iidays from
tho Ist Junuary, 1018,

That tho annusl mecting ot the
Board o held on Safartay el

February 1918,
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The Rangitiker Mlail
August 31, 1978

Suggestions by
Turakina Beach
Residents

At the annual meeting of the
Turakina Beach Residents’ Ass-
ociation on Sunday, the retiring
chairman, Mr Les Anderson, wel-
comed the county riding mem-
ber, Mr G J Briant, the Rangitikei
County Council clerk, Mr M C
Griffiths, and the county over-
seer, Mr Les Vincent, and a large
gathering of about 70 residents.

The meeting passed several
proposals for improving condit-
ions at the beach. They included a
request for more road restriction
signs, such as 50 kph speed limits,
and “Drive Carefully - No Foot-
paths”. It was also suggested that
street names should be erected.

Following complaints about the
discharge of guns in the beach
area, the County Clerk. Mr Grif-
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fiths, said it was unlawful to dis-
charge or carry a loaded firearm
in the confines of the Koitiata
Domain, as the beach is known.
Steps would be taken to ensure
that no misuse of motor vehicles
would be permitted in the
Domain.

Discussions were held on the
purchase of a portable water-
pump and hoses for temporary
firefighting purposes until a per-
permanent fire service was estab-
lished.

Officers elected were: Chair-
man, Mr Joe Davis; secretary-
treasurer, Mr Noel Abbott; com-
mittee, Messrs Phil Cornish, Jack
Tremaine, Brian Bayley.

The new chairman thanked the
retiring chairman, Mr Anderson,
the retiring secretary, Mrs Mavis
Farr, and the committee for their
past efforts. He also expressed the
hope that closer liaison between
the new committee and the
County Council would be a bene-
fit to all the residents in the
Domain.
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16 May 1980

The Secraetary,

Turakina Beach Residents Committes,
N. Abbott,

56 Wainui Street,

R.D.

TURAKINA BEACH

Daar Sir,

re: Constitution of a Community Council for Koitiata

In view of the growinj number of.permanent residents at Turakine Beach
and the obvious interest being taken in matters of general concarn by thea
residents,my Council has directed that I put to your Committee ths
possibility of constituting a residential area of Turakina Beach as a
cammunity under the Local Government Act 1974,

Within ths County the towns of Hunterville, Mangaweka and Ratana are all
designated as communities which elect their own Community Council.

The general purposes of a community council ara:

(&) To co-ordinate and axpress tc the County Council the vieus
of the community on eny matter of concern to the community; and

(b) Aftsr consulting and obtaining the consent of ths County Council,
to take such action in tha interests of ths community with
respect to any matter of concern to the community as is
appropriste, expsdisnt, and practicahls; and

(c) To undertake, encourage, and ce-ordinate activities for the
general wsll~being of the residents of the communitys and

(d) To perform such functions and exercise such powers as may from
time to time be delegated to it by the County Council under
section €32 of this Act or undsr any other Act.

Under ssction 632 of the Act the Courity Council may delegate to the Community
Council any functions which in its opinion could best be handled by the
Community Council excspt for the following:

A

(a) The powers under the Public Works Act and the Town snd Country

Planning Act.

(b) Powsr to dorrouw monsgy, to meke e rats, to meke Bylaws or to snter
into contracts.

(c¢) The powsr to cun property.

(d} The power to appoint or remove staff.
V(. /2

ergo o C T
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The Community Council is desmed to bs a committes of the County Council.

In practise the communities of Hunterville, Ratane and Mangawska maks all
of their own decisions but in the form of recommendations to tha County
Councll. It is very rare indeed for the County Council not to agree with
thess recommendations,

All the rates collected within a community are spent within that community
subject to certain sdministration cherges etc. which ars paid back to the
County Council,

The community council is elected esch three ysars and it is administered by
tha staff of the Rangitikeli County Council. #Maeetings of the community
council are attended by, usually, ona member of the administration staff
and one member of the engineering staff together with ths riding msmbsr

{(Mr G.J.W. Briant).

I# thie action is teksn then ths following benefits will be derived:
(a) The residents and sasction holders will have a far
greatsr say in tha menagement of the affairs of the

Turakina 8sach area; and

{b) The County Council will have = formally constituted body to
which it can delegats cartain functions.

1 would bs plsased to attend the meeting of your committes to mors closaly
axamine this propoaal.

Yours faithfully,

€ 06 K6 VEOE W PEPRGDR

M.C. Griffiths
COUNTY CLERK
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RANGITIKEI COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL ORDER

The Rangitikei County Council by way of Special Order constitutes pursuant to
Section 57 (b} of the Local Government Act 1574 a Community within the
Rangitikei County Council: AND the name of the Community shall bhe the
"Koitiata Community': AND the boundaries shall be as shown on Scheme Plan No.
L.321: AND the Community shall be constituted onm 1 April 1981: AND the
Koitiata Community Council shall consist of seven members to be elected at
large from the Community in accordance with the Local Government Act 1974,

THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THE KOITIATA COMMUNITY COUNCIL SHALL BE:

(a) To co-ordinate and express to the County Council the
views of the community on any matter of concern to the
community; and

(b) After consulting and obtaining the consent of the County
Council. rto take such action in the interests of the
Community with respect to any matter of concern te the
Community as is appropriate, expedient, and practicable;
and

(e) Te undertake, encourage, and co-ordinate activities for
the general well-being of the residents of the Community.

THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL SHALL TN PARTICULAR:

(a) Consider and recommend to the Rangitikei County Council
the estimates of expenditure for each financial year
commencing with the year commencing | April 1981.

(b) Consider and recommend to the Rangitikei County Council
all matters pertaining to rates and charges for the
" provision of revenue to wmeet the aforementicned estimates

of expenditure.

(c) Consider and recommend to the Rangitikei County Council
all matters of policy relating to the provision of works
and services for the Community.

() Consider and recommend action on reports from Council
Officers pertaining to works and services within the
Community.

(e) Act as administering authority subject to the approval in
all matters of the Rangitikei County Council of that
portion of the Koitiata Recreation Reserve contained
within the boundaries of the Community District.

(£) To undertake such other activities authorised for a local
authority and delegated to it by the Rangitikei County
Council Erom time to time.

THE ABOVE SPECIAL ORDER WAS PASSED AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RANGITIKEI
COUNTY COUNCIL HELD ON 14 AUGUST 1980 ANMD SHALL BE CONFIRMED AT AN ORDINARY
MEETING OF THE RANGITIKEI COUNTY COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON ¢ OCTOBER 19R0.
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REPORT TO RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS OF KOITIATA SETTLEMENT
ON ACTIOMNS SINCE AUGUST 1980 :

COMMITTEE, The Committee elected at the Annual General Meeting on August
2nd 1980 wass= :

Mrs Mary Burbery
Mr. N, Abbott
Mr, B, Bayley

Turakina Beach
akina Beach
Turakina Beach

Mr., P, Cornish Plumber - Turakina Beach

Mre L. McIndoe Chartered Accountant Turakina Beach
Mre Jo Richards Photographer Wanganui

Mrs, Je¢ Tremaine Contractor Wanganui

COMMUNITY TOWN, Those present at the general meeting of section holders held
on 2nd August 1980 supported the constitution of a co mmunity within
the Rangitikei County,

On 14th August 1980 the Rangitikei County Council passed a Special
Order to constitute the Com munity.,

In October 1980 no objections having been received to the proposal
to constitute, a Koitiata Community was confirmed by the Rangitikei

County Council,
The Koitiata Community will operate as from 1st April 1981,

Pelore that date an election will be held to elect members for the
Council, The present Committee will be disbanded on 31st March 1981,

Ratepayers or permanent residents at the Beach will be entitled
to vote for the members of the Committee to function from 104419816

The electoral qualifications is by way of

2 a; Ratepayers qualification o

b) Resident qualification .

_QUALIFICATION. A person is qualified as a ratepayer if his or her
name appears as the occupier in the Valuation Roll, @ ~

_ Where two or more names are listed in the occupier colums of the
Valuation Roll then the law requires the County to take the first name
listed as being the occupier having the ratepayer qualification as an
elector,

RESIDENTIAL QUALIFICATION, To hold a residental qualification it is necessary for
a personi-
(1) to have lived in New Zealand for twelve months,
(2) To have lived in the Xoitiata Community district for three months
(3) To be eighteen or more years of age.

The roll has been prepared by the Rangitikei County of ratepayers and
residents of the district, '

Any Resident who has not been asked to complete an electoral form
within the last six weeks should contact me, Logan McIndoe 38 Wainui R4
or Phone 771 or the County Council if they wish to have their name placed
on the Electoral roll,

The election for the new council members will take place in February or
March 1981, 19/44
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FREEHOLDING OF SECTIONS, Negotiations are taking place to give the residents the
opportunity if they so wish to freehold their sections at Koitiata.

The proposal the Rangitikei County has made to the Commissioner of Crown
Lands is for it to acquire from the Crown the whole area of subdivided
sections, plus the recreation area and a similar sized area beyond the
the. toilet block at the unimproved value, The total value placed on the
housing area would be divided by the number of sections (approximately

s 105) and this figure plus a small amount for legal fees would be the
5 cost of each section,

The County mentioned to the Commissioner of Crown Lands that it must be
reneybered that the land was basically shifting sand dunes when the
original developments took place and only much hard work and considerable

expenses on the part of the section holders have brought the sections
to the stable state in which they are now found,

A letter has been received from the Commissioner of Crown Lands giving
the following valuations for the areas shown on the appended map.

(1) Residential sections $199.100
(2) Recreation & Camping area(Levelled) 3300
(3) Undeveloped 6800

The comment conveyed to me by the County Clerk was
wYou  will no doubt be as dewildered as we wvere at this valuation.®
The area (3) $3300 has been levelled and grassed and is valued at $3300.

The Area (2) which is undeveloped sand dunes of approximately the same
area is valued at $6800,

This seems quite remarkables

The County representatives have discussed this matter with the Committee

and have commented that it is their contention that section holders should
not be asked to pay more for their land than for undeveloped sand dunes,
The Council contends that the total area of the subdivision should be sold
by the County at that unimproved value, The total area is 8,11951 hectares

The County contends that if they accept the value of area (2) as being the
value for undeveloped sand dunes they can arrive at a figure of $25100
for subdivided sections, This is a considerable difference from the
$199100 quoted by the Commissioner of Crown Lands.

Negotiations are still taking place between the County and Crown Lands
and section holders will be advised when they near finality.

The Committee is pressing for early decision, as the leases of existing
sections are due for renewal in 1982, Section holders should have the
opportunity to purchase if they so wish before the rentals are reviewed.

RUBHISH TiP, Rubbish is still being dumped indiserimentally at the tip. Many
people obviocusly make no effort to dump rubbigh over the face of the tip.
APter a week or so it becomes difficult to put rubbish in the tip itself.
The cwuntylér& very cooperative in cleaning the pit up when asked but
each visit costs money.
The Committee considers that a n old front end loader in running order

would be an asset at the settlement, It could be used to clean the tip
and also to bury decaying and offensive carcasses on the river front,

TOILETS. Mrs. Leighton cleans the toilets and reports they are being defaced
especially over week ends,

This offence is difficult to trace but reports on any known cases would
help, 20/44
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COVWS, A further letter has been addressed to the County Engineer asking what st
: step are being taken to control the movement of cows on the beach road,
Droppings made by cows each day on the road not only dirties but corrodes
cars used by residents,

No reply has yet been received,

FIRE PROTECIION. It was decided to pursue this matter more actively in April after
the Koitiata Community becomes legals A direct approach could than be
made to the relevant fire authority,

RANGERS, The County will issue Rangers certificates to members of the Community
Committee, They will have authority to approach persons offending the
by-laws of the Community areae

NOTICE BOARD. A cabinet to hold local notices and information has been made by
Mr.Percivale The Committee has suggested to the County that it be
erected opposite Mrs Burbery's section, The County has not yet done
anything on this matter,

N
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DEAD ANIMALS, Several dead animals were buried on the river beach during the
whitebait season, A few days later a high flood deposited further
carcasses,

As mentioned under the heading of Tip a front end loader would be an asset
at the settlement,

COMMITTEE FUNDS. The actions of Mesdames Burbery and Leighton in providing
ingredients and baking a Christmas Cake to raise funds for Committee
use nmust be commended, The cake was raffled and won by Mr Jfarr. A
sum in excess of $75.00 was raised by the raffle, The thanks of the
Committee are offered to those wvho supported the raffle,

FRIENDSHIP CLUB,.. On the afternocon of 28th November over 50 moumbers of the Marton
Friendship Club were entertained at the settlement, Afternoon tea was
provided by women residents at the home of Mrs Mary Burbery, It was a
very enjoyable afternocon and the vigsitors expressed a wish for the
function to be repeated next year.

Our thanks go to the ladies for all they did on this occasion,

ODDS & ENDS. If any residents would like any old copies of Newsweek, Womens Weekly
or books there are plenty to be had in my garage, If no one wants
them they will be dumped, Come and take what you want,

XETTLESe I have the odd hobby of collecting kettles, If any one has any old ones
lying around they do not want I would welcome them, I would take them
free or pay a nominal sun for ones

NEW YEAR, All the very best for the New Year and may it bring happiness and
pleasure to all,

: Sincerely,

AuJ L MCINDOE
SECRETARY



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TURAKINA BEACH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION HELD AT
PRESBYTERIAN HALL, TURAKINA, ON 2 AUGUST 1980 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Mr G. Briant (Riding member), Mr M. Griffiths, (County
Clerk), Mr I. Cumberworth (County Engineer), Mr McIlroy
(Crown Lands), Mr B. Bayley, (Acting Chairman) Mr N.
Abbott (Secretary/Treasurer) and &0 residents and
section holders.

APOLOGIES: Apologies from A. Nations, E. Daue, A. Young, G.
McLeary and P. Smith were received and accepted.

CONFIRMATION OF .
MINUTES: The Minutes of the last General Meeting were read and
confirmed.

MATTERS ARISING:

Street Lights etc

The Acting Chairman reported on this matter.

ACTING CHAIRMAN'S

REPORT : Mr B. Bayley gave a full report on the Beach

o Committee's business, past and in hand. since the last
report given by the ex Chairman, Mr J. Davis 1in
November 1979.

Mr Bayley also complimented residents and section
holders on the way they had upgraded their sections and
houses.

FREEHOLDING OF
SECTIONS:

Mr Griffiths explained delavs on freeholding and that
it seems that the stage has now been reached when
freeholding could go ahead subject to Crown Land's
value of the land.

Mr Griffiths then called on Mr McIlroy. He explained,
how, under the Reserves Act 1977 freeholding of the
Domain sections could be arranged either by the County
or Crown Lands.

A lengthy discussion took place on freeholding of
sections but nothing can progress until Crown Lands had
put a purchase price on the residential area of Domain
and it was then put to the motion.
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MEETING OF THE TURAKINA BEACH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, 2 AUGUST 1980:

PAGE 2.

Moved: J. Tremaine

"That the Rangitikei County Council act on our behalf
as agents re freeholding."

Seconded: J. Richards and carried.

CONSTITUTION AS A

COUNTY COMMUNITY:

ELECTION

Mr Griffiths stated Pros and Cons for County Community
and when questioned said that it was early days but not
too soon to set wheels in progress for constitution as
a Community Council.

Moved: Mr Anderson.

"That we go ahead with the idea of forming a Community
Council."

Seconded: B. Bayley and carried.

A Special Order now has to be put by County and
advertised open to objections. If a Special Order is
confirmed by 1lst April 1981 a postal ballot will be
held to elect the Community Council, which will consist
of at least five members and not more than seven.

OF OFFICERS:

GENERAL

BUSINESS:

The following nominations were received:

Mr B. Bayley, Mr N. Abbott, Mr J. Richards, Mr L.
McIndoe, Mr P. Cornish, Mr J. Tremaine and Mrs M.
Burberry.

Moved: Mr Hancock

"That the seven names put forward all be elected and
the Committee will appoint its own Chairman and
Secretary/Treasurer."

Seconded: Mrs Bayley and carried.

Noise, motor cyles etc.

Mr Phillpot suggested that an area away from the Domain
be set aside for them, as to cause no danger to public
at the Domain.

After a great deal of comment on the state of the main
road (Beach Road) with cow droppings and dirt etc
caused by the moving of the herd up and down the road,
Mr Cumberworth stated that Council will investigate,
with the idea of farmers driving herds along side of
road, dirt area, behind electric fence, where possible.
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MEETING OF THE TURAKINA BEACH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, 2 AUGUST 1980:

PAGE 3.

Mr C. Fraser suggested a newsletter every six months
and that trees be planted on boundaries of Domain.

Rubbish Tip

Council was complimented by Secretary/Treasurer on
Council's efforts to keep Rubbish Tip clean but asked
all residents to dump rubbish in the pit and not on the
entry road to pit. He also stated that as the pit was
moved back after each clean up more metal would be
needed to form a'hardcore so people could drive back to
dumping area.

Thanks were then passed to Mr McIlroy, Mr Griffiths, Mr
G. Briant (Riding Member), Mr Cumberworth and Acting
Chairman (Mr Bayley) for their attendance and help.

The meeting closed at 1.15 p.m.

CONFIRMED:

CHATRMAN:

DATE:
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RANGITIKEI COUNTY COUNCIL

P.O. BOX 22, MARTON LGP E:Pﬂu'; BIF4

3 September 1980

Mrl L-H- G[}r]‘]iﬂhi
114 Naenae Road,
LOWER HUTT,

Dear Sir/Madam,

re Constitution of Koitiata Community

I enclose a copy of the Minutes of a general meeting of Koitiata Section
holders held on 2Znd August 1980.

You will see that the meeting supported the Constitution of a community within
the Rangitikei County.

The Rangitikei County Council at its meeting on 14 August 1980 passed the
Special Order which comnstitutes the community. Before this becomes effective
it is necessary to have it confirmed and the confirmation is set down for O
October 1980.

I enclose a copy of the Special Order and a copy of the Plan showing the
proposed boundaries etc.

Objections to this proposal will be received by the Council until 9 a.m. on 9
October 1980. Any such objections will be considered hy the Council! before
they confirm the Special Order.

In the event of the Special Order being confirmed the community will be
constituted as from 1 April 1981 and it will be necessary to conduct an
election for the members of the Council that will be required. The Rangitikei
County Council conducts its elections by postal ballot.

The electoral qualification is by way of either ratepayer qualification or
resident qualifiecation. A person is qualified as a ratepayer if his or her
name appears as Che occupier in the Valuation Roll. Where two or more names
are listed in the occupier column of the Valuation Roll then the law requires
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we take the first name so listed as being the occupier having the ratepayer
qualification as an elector. This decision can be modified on application by
the joint occupiers to have one or other of the names listed to hold the
electoral qualification. To hold a residential qualification it is necessary
for a person to have lived in New Zealand for twelve months and toe have lived
in the Keitiata Community district for three months; the age qualifieation in
either case is eighteen years.

If there are any questions that you might have I would he pleased Lo attempt
to answer them for you.

Yours faithfully,

" o " v r’,’:""f
A
AT
COUNTY CLERK.

26/44



27144



28/44



KOTrTaTa OCHMUMINY OOUNCTL

ewsletter 1 November 82

The purpose of this newsletter is to inform property owners in the
Community of some items of general interest,

Early History of Koitiata Recreation Reserve, The land constituting Keoitiata
Recreation Reserve was originally part of a pastoral licence held by Mary Ann
Moorehouse of England., Her licence was for a term of 921 years from 1 March 1888,

In 1906 she applied for and obtained the Department's approval to subdivide
the holdings and transfer portions to Mr.R.K, Simpson and Messrs C.We & H, Wilson
for the balance of the term, When the licence expired on 28 February 1909 it
was offered for selection (as such licences contained mo right of renewal) and
the successful applicant insofar as Run 17 was concerned was Duncan Simpson,

In August 1913 your Council (County Council) made representation to the .
Department about acquiring an area of land at the mouth of the Turakina River
for a seaside resort to meet the needs of the resideats of Rangitikei, Council
also indicated that the pastoral licensee, D,Simpson, was willing to relinquish
his interest in 100 or more acres of his licence for such a purpose, This was
shortly followed by written advice from Mr,Simpson in support of the proposal,
conditienally that the proposed area be controlled by your Council,

After subsequent discussion between the three parties an area of 165 acres
2 roods was surveyed out of the pastoral licence,

Pursuant to Section 321 of the Land Act 1908 this area was set aside as a
reserve for a public recreation ground., New Zealand Gazette 1916 page 642 refers,

.As a result of the reduction in pastoral licence area MreSimpson's rental”
was adjusted proportionately taking effect from 1st September 1916. You will
gather from this it is not strictly correct that Mr,Simpson gifted the land,
The land was surrendered from his lease with his agreement and as a result of
which he recgived a rental ad justment,

Subsequent to the gazettal as a reserve the land was by New Zealand Gazette
1917 page 789 brought. under the provisions of Part 11 of the Public Reserves
and Domains Act 1908 and named Koitiata Domain, By Gazette 1917 page 1120 the
County Council was subsequently appointed to control and manage the domain,

The intention had always been that past of the domain be available for
beach sections. Section 59 of the Reserves and Other Lands Disposal Act 1917
authorised the issue of leases for’ this purpose over areas not exceeding one
quarter acre individually, the total area of the scetions not to exceed on -ethenth
of the total area of the domain. Forty one sections were surveyed out for this.
purpose (Rapaki Street) but very few were leased in the early days because of a
sand blow problem, The problem however must have been resolved as all these
sections are now occupied. Nevertheless because of the eand blow problem some
residence were erected on an unsurveyed area (based on a scheme plan which
showed an extention to the original surveyed area) and because of this owners
of these residences latterly became known as squatters, The situation was
finanlly sorted out in the 1950's when survey was completed to correctly fix
the boundaries of all sections then occupieds In the early 1960's a further
subdivision (SO 26255) was approved.

There are now 103 residen section in the Reserve,
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Freecholding of Sections, Application to freehold sections had to be lodged‘with
the Commissioner of Crown Lands before June 15th 1982. Thdse who made application
to freehold their sections will have, or will in the next few days receive a
Certificate of Title for their Section.

This is an important document and will need  be produced if the section
is so0ld or a mortgage is raised on the property,

See th&t it is put away in a safe place and remember where you put it

Community Centre, The building sited towards the end of Wainui Street, perhaps :
known as the Fire Station has been officiallt named as the Community building,

If is available for use by Community groups for meetings or functions. As
funds become available the building will be lined and furnished and probably
added to, A sink top has been offered to the Council by a resident, Matters
being .’ considered for attention are:-

Te Installing of heating points

2e Obtaining a tank - preferrably 5000 gallons - to provide a supply of
water for fire fighting and use in the hall,

By Painting the walls and roof

4, Doing the necessary plumbing

Se Obtaining seats and a smalil table for the hall

In order that these jobs and others maybe dndertaken a fund raising function
such as (Housie) can be organised the Council Ffeels a seperate Committee should
be formed,

A note notifying property owners of a meeting to be held on Saturday 4th
December at opm, for the purpose of electing such a committee is attached to this
newsletter,

FUNDS. As a result of the efforts of some of the women in the Community and
MesdamesBurberry and Leighton in particular apppomximately $300 has aleeady been
raiseds This money will be used on developing the community building,

Koitiata Community Council People may wonder how this Council came into beinge.
In May 1980 the County Clerk wrote the following letter to the Turakina Beach
Residents Committee := The General purposes of a Community Council ares—

(a) To co-ordinate and express to the County Council the views of the
Community on any matter of concern to the community; and

(b) After consulting and obtaining the consent of the County Council, to
take such action in the interests of the community with respect to any matter of
concern to the community as is appropriate, expedient and practicable; and

(c) To undertake encourage, and co-ordinate activities for the general well
being of the residents of the community; and

(d) To perform such functions and exercise such powers as may from time to
to time be delegated to it by the County Council under section 632 of this Act
or under any other Act,

Under section 632 of the Act this County Council may delegate to the Community
Council any functions which in its opinion could best. be handled by the Community
Council exﬁgpt for the following:-

(a)  The powers under the Public Works Act and the Town and County Planning
Act, .

(b) Power yo borrow money, to make a rate, to make Bylaws or to enter into
contractse.

(cy  The power to own property.

(d) The power to appoint or remove staff,

The Community Council is deemed to be a committee of the County Council,
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A meeting of Koitiata Section holders held on 2nd August 1982
supported the constitution of a Community within the Rangitikei Countye.

A special Order constituting the Koitiata Community was confirmed at a =
meeting of Rangitikei County Council held on 9th October 1980 and the

Community came into being on 1 April 1981.

The Council consists of seven members four representing permanment
residents and three representing other property holders,

The Councillors were elected by postal ballot and will hold office
until the next local body elections in 1983,

The present Councillors are:-~

Mre. A.JoL. McIndoe JP. Chairman Wainui St.Turakina Beach
Chartered Accountant

Mr, N, Abbott Painter Wainui St, Turakina Beach
Mr, J.H.Richards Pho tographer 264 Ste.Hill St.Wanganui
Mr, Jo.Tremaine Contractor 14 Jackson Ste.Wanganui
Mr, A.McKenzie Butcher Rapaki St,Turakina Beach
Mrs M.Burberry Wainui St, Turakina Beach
Mrs. K. Robb Married Woman 133 MteView Rd. Wanganui

Fire Equipment, A portable pump and hose together with a siren and sets

of beaters have been supplied by the Forestry Department, The equipment

will be housed in the Hall building. It is hoped in the near future to get a
a light trailer for tramsporting the equipment in time of emergencys. A
system of calls by the sirem is being arranged by Mr.N.Abbott,.

In case of an emengency a key for the Hall will be placed in a glass
fronted box bwside the side door of the Community building. I understand
several residents have offered to help make a trailer and our thanks go to
them for their offer,

Cowse The Committee has had continuing discussions with County representatives
about the dairy cows using the road daily. The Council had a meeting in

the Turakina Hall last year with farmers using Bearh Road with satisfactory
results in all but one case -

Mr, Johnston now moves his cows through his own property and they only
cross the road in one place.

The County levelled the sides of the road in one area so that the cows
could be encouraged to walk on the grass. An employee on a motorbike was
going to ride along beside the cows and encoumage them to use thegrass
verges This has not been done and an effect the tendency is to let the cows
out onto the road and to wander along in their own way.

According to the County an alternative bridge was being prepared to keep
the cows off the road bridge. Nothing seems to be happening as yet on this
matter, Mr, Vincent the County Overseer assures in that progress is being made
to improve the cow situations

Domain, Camping:; grounds.Suggestions have been made to the County that
the camping area be moved to a spot adjoining the present conveniences and
that the flat area adjoining the conveniences be developed into a recreation
area, The suggestion is that the present Domain area then be roaded and
subdivided into building sectionse
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If the caravan area is left in its present location sooner or later
Pressure will be put on the Council to provide conveniences in the adjoining
areas They could cost up to $20000. By shifting the camping area

nearer the present conveniences this cost would be avoided,

Conveniences, As seems to be a common occurance the building is being
dirtied and defaced, The Council would be pleased if anyone seeing any
offences being committeé would report it to a Councillor,

Notice Board, A notice board has been erected at the corner of VWainui
Streets and in a few days a map will be placed in it and will be mark
marked to .show  important spots in the Koitiata settlement,

Animals, Complaints have been made recently of stock being allowed to roam
in the settlement and not being provided with sufficient food and water,

Will residents with stock please see that proper care is taken of
them, The County By-laws have provision for action to be taken if
necessary, :

Christmas Gathering . In an effort to promote fellowship in the settlement
i1t is suggested that a gathering be held at the Community Building8 pm
Saturday 18 December. Opportunity to discuss this proposal will be taken
at the meeting to be held on 4th December next, It could well be an
opportunity for the new Committee to organise its first function,

KOITIATE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
AsJ.L.McINDOE, CHAIRMAN

MEETING
A MEETING OF SECTION HOLDERS AND RESIDENTS OF KOITIATA SETTLEMENT WILL BE
HELD IN THE COMMUNITY BUILDING WAINUI STREET ON SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 1982

AT 2ePM,
BUSINESS. TO ELECT A COMMITIEE TO ORGANISE FUNCTIONS AT THE

COMMUNTTIY BUILDING,

GENERAL

A.J.L, McINDOE
CONVENOR

32/44



NNA:IMR
404 : PRVWK

KOITIATA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DECEMBER 1988

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Since the last Report, the Community Hall extension has been completed.
Thanks to the Dudding Trust, your Riding Member and the Rangitikei County
Council, we received a Grant of $1,350.00 for our material costs from the
Dudding Trust, so with all labour supplied by the Community, it simply meant
the whole job had been completed without any drain on our rate estimates,
thanks to all.

Fire Team.

The Fire Team now has about 11 members. A new Fire Chief, Mr Peter Fraser and
a new Deputy, Mr W. Wills were appointed, and are also the new Rural Fire
Officers. We thank all you chaps for the time and effort spent at practices,
and we all know that if called upon you will give a good account of
yourselves, for our protection.

Civil Defence.

We now have a special C.B. Radio for Civil Defence emergencies. Should roads
and telephone communications be out, we have contact with C.D. Marton and
Wanganui. This is a good asset to our Community. The Civil Defence Officer
for our area, Mr Max Benseman, came down for an evening Meeting in October, to
instruct our Civil Defence Wardens in its use. He commented on a very good
attendance.

Recreation Nights.

Bowls - and a great deal of fun. If you feel like attending and having an
enjoyable evening, every Thursday 7.30 p.m. - come along. I am sure you will
be made welcome.

Mowing Front Area.

Our special thanks must go to Mr Bill Wills for the time and effort he put
into the mowing of this area, plus the Camping Ground. It certainly is a
pleasure to see this area so tidy. Thanks also to those who have lent their
trailers, and picked up and returned the mower to the Rangitikei County
Council yard.

River Mouth and Beach Access.

This is becoming quite a concern to all, as the river continues its movement
southwards. It certainly does not enchance the area. Access to the beach is
difficult. We all hope it will block off, so it can be opened up out in
front, otherwise we will become a river settlement instead of a Beach
Settlement.
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Bereavements Since Last Report.

Mr Rodney Newman. We offer our heartfelt sympathy to Nira and families from
our Community. Rod was always willing to help his fellow man, and was a
member of the Fire Team, Civil Defence and Car Pool.

Koitiata Community Council.

This will cease to exist from 31 March 1989 with the new Government Scheme of
Regional Councils, so this will be my last Report as your Chairman. I feel it
would be very appropriate to thank all present and past Chairmen, Councillors,
Riding Members and the Rangitikei County Council and residents, for all that
has been achieved. While we have been a Community Council, between all of us,
we have a Community we can be proud of, and a Community spirit second to none.

The Festive Season is upon us. On behalf of all Councillors and myself, we
wish you, all the residents and Batchholders, the Rangitikei Council and
Staff, and our Riding Member, and all families, a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Thank you for all your wonderful cooperation at all times.

N. N. Abbott
Chairman
KOITIATA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
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RANGITIKEI COUNTY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE KOITIATA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, ON TUESDAY, 3 OCTOBER 1989
AT 1.30 P.M.
PRESENT: 89:Koitiata 53

Councillors N. Abbott, (Chairman), M. Burbery,
E. Ramsdale, A.J.L. McIndoe and T. Y. Lethbridge (Riding
Member).

Also present the Assistant Engineer (Marton), the Chief
Executive Officer (Designate) and the Research Officer.

APOLOGIES: 89:Koitiata 54
Moved: Cr Burbery
"That apologies from Councillors R. Price and P. Fraser for
absence be sustained.”
Seconded: Cr Ramsdale and carried.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

89:Koitiata 55

Moved: Cr McIndoe

"That the Minutes of the previous Meetings held on 11 April
1989, 9 May 1989, 11 June 1989 and 6 August 1989, as
circulated, be taken as read and confirmed.”

Seconded: Cr Ramsdale and carried.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

89:Koitiata 56
Public Meeting - 28 October 1989, deferred to General
Business.

ENGINEER'S REPORT:

89:Koitiata 57 — File: P80/0010

Moved: Cr Ramsdale

"That the land at Valuation Reference 13450/24 described as
Lots 59-61 and 65, D.P. 26092, Block I, Koitiata S.D., be
designated a Recreation Reserve by the Rangitikei District
Council to be formed for the benefit of the Community.”

Seconded: by the Chairman and carried.

89:Koitiata 58

Moved: Cr Ramsdale

"That the Engineer's Report as presented, be received."
Seconded: Cr Burbery and carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:

89:Koitiata 59

Moved: Cr Burbery

"That the Financial Statement as presented, be received.”
Seconded: Cr Ramsdale and carried.
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CORRESPONDENCE:

89:Koitiata 60 - File: R30/0020
Synopsis of Submissions on Funding Issues, a Discussion
Document - Reform of Local and Regional Government - for
the information of Councillors.

"RECEIVED"

GENERAL BUSINESS:

89:Koitiata 61
Public Meeting:

This meeting will be held on 25 November 1989 at 2.00 p.m.
in the Community Hall to discuss the formation of a
Koitiata Beach Committee. An opportunity will be given for
residents to express their concerns about matters affecting
the community when the Koitiata Community Council ceases to
exist after 14 October 1989. Meeting to be chaired by
Councillor Lethbridge.

89:Koitiata 62

Meeting notices for the community to be distributed by
Councillor Abbott and those for absentee home owners by
County Staff.

89:Koitiata 63
Camp Warden:

The Chairman suggested that when Mr Ron Sargent's contract
as Camp Warden comes up for renewal, the cleaning of the
Community Hall and the collection of fees be included.
This Hall is a valuable community asset.

89:Koitiata 64

Ms Celia Fullerton-Smith, Chief Executive Officer
(Designate) indicated that all such contracts would be
reviewed and community concerns addressed.

89:Koitiata 65
The existing arrangements would continue until the Public
Meeting to be held on 25 November 1989.

89:Koitiata 66
River Mouth:

The Chairman advised that subject to this meeting's
agreement, a meeting will be held comprising himself, Major
Pope and Mr Schellevis would be held at the River Mouth
during October/November to see where the River could be
diverted.

89:Koitiata 67
The meeting agreed to this course of action.
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MINUTES OF KOITIATA COMMUNITY COUNCIL: 3 OCTOBER 1989

89:Koitiata 68
Closure:

The Chairman expressed his sincere thanks to County Staff,
present and past Community Councillors and Riding Members.

89:Koitiata 69

Councillor Lethbridge (Riding Member) replied that he was
sorry to see the Community Council going out of existence,
and expressed admiration for the way in which the Chairmen
had led it. The concern was now for the future and liaison
must be maintained between the Community and District
Council. He congratulated the Community Council on the
achievements that have been made.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed
at 2.51 p.m.

CONFIRMED:

CHATIRMAN:

DATE:

37/44



€€, B
Y4

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the

KOITIATA RESIDENTS COMMITTEE.

HELD IN THE COMMUNITY HALL ON SUNDAY.2 DECEMBER 1990

PRESENT:

APOLOGIES:

PURPOSE ;

AT 11.00 A.M.

Cr. Lethbridge(Chairperson), His Worship The Mayor
J.Wilson, Ms. Fullerton-Smith(Chief Executive),
Cr. Carmichael, and 52 Residents.

Mrs. Newman, Mr. and Mrs. Bos, Mrs. Burbery.

The Chairperson stated that the purpose of the meeting
was to form a Residents Committee to represmt the
community of Koitiata.
He recalled that in the past there had been 6 residents
and 2 non-residents on the Committee and suggested
a similar composition may be desired.It was decided
that the term of office for the elected Committee
would be of one year's duration.
Nominations were then called for the positions on
the Koitiata Residents Committee.
Nominations were- Peter Schellevis.

Peter Fraser.

Geoff. Clark.

Bill Wills.

Ron Sargeant.

Gordon Howatson.

Dianne George.

Cliff Fraser.

Noel Bostock-representing the

non-residents.

The Chair queried the number of nominations but
it was pointed out by Mr.B.Wills that attendance
at some meetings could fluctuate so the number of
people nominated would cover this eventuality.

It was therefore moved that all the nom%nations
be accepted.PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

With the Committee duly elected, the Chairperson
paused to praise the public-spirtedness of those

who had allowed their names to be put forward. He
stated that he considered the Committee to be an
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essential formation through which the residents

concerns could be expressed and, as a liasioning

body with the District Council.

The Chair then called for the nomination of a Chairperson
of the Committee. Mr. Gordon Howatson was duly nominated
and accepted the position of Chairperson of

the Koitiata Resident's Committee.
Cr. Lethbridge vacated the Chair.
Mr. Howatson took the Chair and called for nominations

for the position. of Secretary. Mrs. Dianne George
was nominated and accepted the position.The position
was then amended to Secretary/Treasurer. Again Mrs.
George was nominated and accepted both positions.
Mrs. George was nominated and accepted the position
of Secretary/Treasurer of the Koitiata Resident's

Committee.

Mr. Peter Fraser was recalled to the Chair on the
request of Mr. Howatson to carry out the agenda
formulated from the Tast meeting which ended 'sine
die' through the Tack of Chair and Secretary.Mr.
Fraser stated the present Committee would nperate
on a democratic basis carrying out the mandate of
the residents in which the majority decision prevailed.
Mr. Tim. George asked for the agenda items to be
read out. Cr. Carmicheal replied each item would

be dealt with in turn. Mr. George added the Differ-
ential Rating System to the agenda.

Rubbish Tip contract: Ms. Fullerton-Smith stated that even

though the contract with the Planes Trust had lapsed
an annual fee was paid by the District Council to
the Planes Trust, therefore it was considered that
the contract was on-going.

Metal in front of the Hall:Ms. Fullerton-Smith stated that
the dialogue on this matter had been interrupted

allowing work to proceed without public/Committee
knowledge. A Fine Grade 5 chip had been applied
to the area in consideration of the fact that residents
both walked and drove in the area.

Dog Warden:Ms. Fullerton-Smith stated Mr. Steve Pritchard

would be briefed as to the extent of his powers
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as Dog Warden and the Tegal ramifications of any
action he may take. Mr. Tim. George asked Ms. Fullerton
-Smith as to the clarity of the guidelines and the
scope of the duties. Ms. Fullerton-Smith replied
that these matters would be attended to and that
she and the‘District Council would give their support
and loyalty to the Dog Warden once installed.Further-
more the District Council would accept Tiability
for the actions of the appointee and the person
would be given training for the position.

Rates Monies:Ms. Fullerton-Smith reported that there was $13,000
untagged funds from unspent rates from this community

and §:,>0C. known as the Community Centre Fund.This
money is to be held for 7 years from November 1989,
i.e. to November 1996.
Cr. Lethbridge explained about the Uniform Annual
Charges incurred by some ratepayers, e.g. $22 for
rubbish collection.The use and the maintenance of
the Tip was subsidised by the District Council to
a large degree. Also only two houses in the new
subdivision are charged for sewage disposal.The
meeting was informed that being a small group we
were spending 20% more than was being raised on
roading and 10% more than our fair share of the
cost of administration at District Council Tevel.
However,there remains a question of definitionof
rating terms as applicable to Koitiata.As it stands
the township is rated as Urban.This matter is to
be followed up.

River Mouth Diversion:The Water Right issue is proceeding.

Ms. Fullerton-Smith informed the meeting that she

was seeking an independent Engineer report on the
proposed river diversion.The costs incurred will

be levied on all ratepayers in the Rangitikei district
not just Koitiata residents.Several residents spoke

of the flooding that has occured in the past.It

was stressed by the public that if a flood was to
occur that human life could be Tost and this was

of paramount concern to the residents.
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Huts on the Subdivision: Ms. Fullerton-Smith has written to

enquire of the owners their intentions either to
remove or demolish said establishments.However,
it was pointed out thgt there is no time limit in
which to build on the properties.

Firebreak: Ms. Fullerton-Smith has pursued the matter and

reports that the Fire Department recommends that
‘mowing a defined strip' would be sufficent to retard
a fire.Erosion is a major concern if the area was
to be stripped of foliage.
Fire Wardens were asked to clarify that this area
has a year-round total Fireban placed on it. Notices
giving a clear indication of this were asked to
be erected at strd@@ﬁ points throughout the community
for the information of the residents as well as
vistors to the area.

Mowing the Domain:Has been completed. Extra mowing was done

by Jim Mant under the auspices of Mr. B.Wills so
as to reduce the fire risk over summer.

Ms. Fullerton-Smith stated that formal acknowledgment to written
requests made by the Secretary of the Beach Committee
to the District Council would endeavour to be made
more promptly in the future.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
Cr. Carmichael informed the meeting of funds being

made available through the Hillary Commission for
recreational activities. Koitiata was invited to
submit a request for said funds by Tuesday 4 Decem-
ber 1990.

The problem of the cows soiling the road was discussed.
Cr. Lethbridge explained the previous action that

had been taken and he asked the meeting for advise

as to how the problem could be resolved. It was
suggested that the present drainage ditches be up-
graded and covered to use as a race in the future.

The public acknowledged that there still requires

some movement towards improvement in this matter.

A vote of thanks was moved for the work of the previoi® Beach
Committee and for the presence of the District Council
officals.

NEXT MEETING: Sunday,27 January 1991.

_ Meeting closed at1M2:10p.m.
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31 Rapakai Street
Turakina Beach
R D 11 WANGANUI

24 January 1990

Chief Executive Officer
Rangitikei District Council
High Street

MARTON

Dear Madam

As you are aware, our inaugural meeting was held last Sunday 21
January and Mayor Wilson along with Ward Member Tim Lethbridge,
attended as representatives of your Council.

Several issues involving District Council were raised and
discussed and the committee has instructed me to write to you
on the following outstanding problems some of which require
urgency.

Fire Hazards

D.0.C. Land

Our Fire Chief, Bill Wills, expressed concern at the lack of
available water to assist fire control on DOC land at the south
end of the township. It is recommended that two ponds be dug in
strategic positions to give added protection for varying wind
conditions and the possible unavailability of river access in
that area. While it is difficult to define the responsibility
for such ponds ie Timberlands, DOC, or your Council, we seek your
assistance on this matter which we consider is urgent.

Private Sections

There are a few sections in the township not being maintained
that have become potential fire hazards and in addition to these
are the sections still owned by your Council in the new
subdivision. We feel it would be most difficult (if not unfair)
to try and enforce a Rangitikei District Council By-Law on
residents when it is not being upheld by yourselves. This
situation is of an urgent nature and representatives from our
committee would make themselves available to discuss it further.

Lawn Mowing - Spare Mower

Mr B Wills is quite prepared to continue mowing the river
frontage with the mower borrowed from your depot. It was felt
however that if a spare mower had become available (through
amalgamation) it would be most desirable to have one permanently
sited at the beach. This would give both cost and 1logistic
advantages to all concerned.
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We understand Tim Lethbridge may be following up this request
also.

Strayving Dogs

There is still a contlnulng straying dog problem in the township
with complaints still coming forward. We understand the new
manning situation due to amalgamation may be to our advantage on
this problem and that we can expect some visits from rangers in
the very near future. This will be much appreciated.

Refuelling Fire Appliance

The current situation of driving the fire appliance to Marton to
obtain authorized fuel from the Council appeared to the meeting
to be absolutely ludicrous when the cost of hubometer charges and
extra travel are taken into account. It is our committee's
recommendation that future supplies be authorized from the
Turakina Service Station and we formally request your approval
and action on this.

River Diversion

Tim Lethbridge outlined the problems and likely delays on this
prOJect due to DOC requiring much more information before they
would issue a water right. Our committee will continue to liaise
with the Linton Army personnel on this delay, but we wish to re-
emphasize the risk of flood damage to properties (and your
subdivision 1nvestment) should the current situation be allowed
to worsen. There is no doubt in the minds of residents who have
witnessed past extensive floods that the risk of damage is much
greater than before.

Cows on Road Problem

Mayor Wilson and Tim Lethbrldge reported on the complexities of
this problem and the ongoing action being taken. It was
generally agreed that some progress had definitely been made in
recent times.

Mayor Wilson and Bill Wills will also visit complainant Mr Manus

in the near future to update him on the overall situation and
hopefully eliminate future letters to the newspapers.
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The Rangitikei Mail
June 10, 1998

Push for community to run facilities

by Hamish White

MOVES to redress seizure by the Rangitikei
District Council of community assets in
Santoft and Hunterville come at a time
when the council is promoting community
management of facilities it’s found too costly
or burdensome to run.

During recent discussions of the district’s
draft annual plan, the formation of a com-
munity trust to run the Marton Swim Centre
has been proposed by councillors as a solu-
tion to the centre's history of embarrassing-
ly high costs.

The formation of community trusts to run
libraries surfaced and localised manage-
ment has been suggested by council repre-
sentatives at community committee
discussions on the future of Hunterville's
town hall and civic pool.

One group resisting the council’s inclina-
tion to duck loss-taking amenities is the
Koitiata Residents’ Association.

Responding to a draft plan proposal that
responsibility for the local hall go back to
the community which built it, association
members put their case to the council at last
Thursday’s hearing of submissions.

Association secretary/treasurer Joan Na-
tion told councillors that finance would be a
major worry because there were so few peo-

ple in the community.

A suggestion from Cr David Hammond that
introduction of a rating differential could
cover costs associated with maintaining the
hall and local domain was rejected by Mrs
Nation.

She told councillors a local rate had been
levied to maintain the hall before its acqui-
sition by the council.

“Here you are now saying: ‘Blow you it's
costing us too much, so we'll have done with
it and you can do what you like.”

The hall's annual cost to council is calcu-
lated at about $4,000, nearly $3,000 of which
is a call on district rates.

Mrs Nation queried the hall’s potential
long-term liability: “Would we have to have
sprinklers and ramps and suddenly —
BANG — it's going to cost heaps more?”

Despite criticism of the hall's “free usage
at the ratepayers’ expense” during Friday's
council debate on submissions, it seems
Koitiata residents won't be left to fend for
themselves.

Cr Leo Mickleson said: “It costs ratepayers
darn all because of the input of the Dudding
Trust — leave it as it is — it’s all they've
got.”

The hall is used regularly as a social cen-
tre as well as housing the local civil defence
base and Koitiata volunteer firefighters.

KOITIATA resident Joan Nation with the local hall at rear — “So few people” to take
responsibility. "
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