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FIRE TEAM.,

A volunteer fire team was formed of seven men and we have had quite a few
practices together and on the 28 February 1987 we had a combined exercise with
the Marton and Ratana Fire Brigades, which was a big help to us, and I am sure
this exercise was a big advantage at our recent fire. I must thank the ladies
who put on a wonderful morning tea for the three fire teams after the exercise.
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Fire Brigade

The Fire Brigade is a relatively recent part of Koitiata’s history. Extracts
following outline where it came from and the expansion, between 1978 and
2001.

1978: Turakina Beach Residents Assn requested via RCC “... portable water-
pump and hoses for temporary firefighting purposes until a permanent fire
service was established.”

1982: “... new shed ... to house equipment for village and forest ... pump, hose,
siren, beaters supplied by Forestry , system of calls on siren being arranged, key
in glass fronted box beside door... residents offered to make trailer."

1983: “... decided to hold fire drill Saturday for purpose of forming volunteer
fire brigade."

1984: “...a trailer chassis was donated ... much time putting a deck on ... now
stationed at hall with fire equipment on board for immediate use ... need nine
residents to form a Brigade.”

1987: “... new Fire Appliance, new Fire Station ... eight willing men in team ...
new appliance used in real fire, and ... agree fire team made good save."

1988: “... team consists of twelve men and two ladies, as telephone operators."

2001: "... new fire shed ... built in place of 1987 shed ... to house two fire
appliances.”
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Koitiata Community Council May 1987
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The Rangitikei Mail
December 17, 1987

Firefighters Have

New Station at
Turakina Beach

by Glynnis Harding

The Koitiata settlement at
Turakina Beach may be small,
but it is a closeknit community
with great spirit and determin-
ation.

The population of 120 perman-
ent residents have banded togeth-
er to build a new fire station,
which was officially opened last
Saturday afternoon at Koitiata.

Present at the opening cere-
mony were Chief Fire Officer Joe
Kawana from Ratana Pa, Deputy
Chief Fire Officer Paul Hudson
from the Marton Volunteer Fire
Brigade, and Chief Fire Oficer
Ian Connelly from the Bulls
Brigade.

Turakina Beach Fire Chief, Mr
Noel Abbott, welcomed guests.

“The building of the fire stat-
ion has been a wonderful com-
munity effort”, Mr Abbott said.
“The finance from a garage sale
in September and our working
bees have helped us to finish our
new fire station”.

Mr Abbott invited the Tura-
kina riding member of the Rangi-
tikei County Council, Cr Tim
Lethbridge, to speak on behalf of
the Council, and to open the door
of the new station.

Cr Lethbridge said: “The fire
station is a credit to your com-
munity. The facility would not be
here unless you had done all the
work and raised the money your-
selves. “The effort is only
typical of what you, at Koitiata,
have put into all your endeavours.

You have this degree of resource-
fulness”.

Cr Lethbridge commented that
the close proximity of the Santoft
forestry was a good reason to stat-
ion a fire engine at Turakina
Beach.

Benefit to Forestry

“The fact that you have shown
responsibility in this area is of
benefit to the forestry”, said Cr
Lethbridge.

The fire party at the beach pre-
sently consists of 9 firemen, with
prospects of another joining their
ranks. Most of the firemen
started their service at the same
time.

The firemen are pleased to
have the support of the Marton,
Wanganui, Ratana and Palmer-
ston North Brigades.

After the official opening of the
station, firemen gave a demon-
stration with the Koitiata fire
truck, a New Zealand Fire Serv-
ices vehicle, previously owned by
NZ Fire Services at Rangiwahia.

The water supply to fight fires
will come from private water
tanks, small ponds, or the river at
Turakina Beach.
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Standing outside the new fire
station at Turakina Beach after
its official opening last Saturday
are Cr Tim Lethbridge [left], who
represented the Rangitikei Coun-
ty Council at the ceremony, and
Fireman Martin Pritchard. At the
wheel of the fire engine inside the
shed is Fireman Bob Willis,
who was preparing to demon-
strate the vehicle.- “Mail” photo.



Whe Rangitiker MHail
December 17, 1987

Members of the Tuorakina
Beach Fire Brigade were plctured
at the official opening of the
beach settlement’s new fre stai-
jon last Saturday. The firemen
are [from left]:—

Back row: Peter Fraser, Bob
Willis, Brian Bayley, Rob New-
man, Martin Pritchard, Ron Sar-

t.
EI“I;"ﬂ:lq'lt: Fire Chief Noel Abbott,
Amold Nation.— “Mall"" photo.
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But it's the cheery red of their two fire
appliances now housed, for the first time In a
long time, in their own purpose-built “shed".

The new Koitiata Fire Depot, which will be

Mavor John Vickers, is the fifth fire appliance
shied at Koitlata sinee 1886,

The first shed, which was home for the
' village's original, battered, old Land-Rover fire
appliance, ultimately turnéd mto the Koitiata
community hall. .

And, as that facility was expanded, the fire
depot was shifted further along until it ended
up at the opposite end from where it started,

: ji;nd that's where the' new shed has been
' DLLE,

between the community and its fire party of 12

and the Rangitikel District Couneil.

. The council put up the $17,000 for the'
Skyline kitset garage, but it waa the fire party

 members who put it together with advice and

assistance from Skyline rép Clayton Grant and

some lacal carpentry expeortise,

Mr Bamford said almiost 600 volintary -
hours had gone into the project, which also
invalved the building of a sand-retaining wall
along the back and down one side of the new
shyed;

Timber materials for that — about §500
worth — were donated by local company
Santoft Roundwood.

Eamslaw One forestry company and Jensen
Electrical of Marton had also Hpﬂmnmd' the

| praject in various wWays,

.'r[rﬁmnfnrdﬂaidﬂmt.wththﬁhuﬂding

| project now completed, the fire party would be
able to get back to its regular training
prograomume (0 prepare for what-he sispects .

AEARowaR ek el
Koitiata's rurgl fire party members are
seeing red these days.., lots of it

officially opened this afternaon by Rangitikei :

| Fire party chief Peter Bamford said the new
depot, represented & kind of joint venture

Roll on the long, hot
summer — Koitiata’s
,flre crew is ready

1

7 a 1 | |17 AR Rt ]

F'TIEI COLIN ROWNTT DECiNooas

Koitiata rural fire party chief Peter Bamford (right) oversees the final preparations for the
apening the new fire depot.

could be a busy summer,

Kaoltiata rural fire party s the biggest, most
organised and best equippeéd in the Ihmgitikat
and dees duty throughout the district § qs the
second-line fire-fighting unlt behind the local
New Zealand Fire Service brigades.

Mr Bamford said p@@csummers back: the

party was called out 16 times to hilp deal with
some major, potentially serious: fires. | -
Laase m:mrner there wm i mere two eall-
LS,
But with one call lready this season, Mr
Bamford reckons his men conld spend this
summer again eating & Jot of smoke.,
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' i -Picture: HAMISH WHITE

ABOUT 80 Koitiata residents and invited guests turned out for the official opening of the beach

seltlement’s new firefighting headquarters last Saturday. The $17,000 two-berth kitset garage was erected

by the local fire crew and officially opened by Han?'ll'ﬂ'tﬂl Mayor John Vickers. Bulls ward councillors Bob
jor and Jill Strugnell congratulated the community as

did Nga Ariki elder Alexander (Bill) Murray and
‘RDC regulatory services manager Dorstan Hayman, who administers Rangitikei's rural firefighting teams.
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The District Monitor

Vol 9 No3s Serving the Rangitikei - 100% Rangitikei owned and operated-employing Rangitikei people.

I
12 October 2001

Kodliata may be a
Hny settlemnent that is
hardly recognised on
g map, However their
Rural Fire personnel
are an integral part
of the local fire safeny
SCene ..

Last Saturday
Rangitileei Digtrict
Counail Mavor Mr.
John-Vickers

t“;:lllni-ﬂntl.'d the
o on

ﬂlﬁ.r a Eents
when officially
opening the new,
Enitiata Fire Depol
The Depot has been
a long time coming
but local Fire Chiel
Ml Peter Bamford
gaid it vas been well
worth the wait. " We
originally had an old
Landrover in a shed
that later became the
local hall so we
moved along 8 ML
When that faciliby

High praise for RI)C and suppliers

WS dled we
moved further along
and it is on this site
the new shed has

gald

M. Bamiford: was
full of praise for the
REE in oo
forward with
finance and all the
suppliers went the
extra mile.

=“Santofl
Reoundwood
Products donated all
the Hmber for &
e wall
armmmmrrgme gide anc
rear of the buflding
The bukldi LcclIE
consiructed by
volunteers. Skyline

Garages provided the

age financed by

ool and, thelr
representative Mr
Clayion Grant was
always on hand o
give advice and

been constructed” he 5 :
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Thi Kolifate Rural Fire Engines in thizr mew onsing

assistance when the

afe was
Egrsegmcblcd. Forestry
giant Earnslaw Ome
could nof have been
more helpful along
with Jepsen

Electrical who also
gave of thelr tHme,
With thelr new
headguarters the
Koitiata Volunieers
are ready and trained
to go anywhere in the

:i_tatam- Az well as
the first response
Unit at the Beach
settiement they are
the second lne of
“defence” and assist
throughout the

district backing u
behind the Iocal NZ
Fire Service Unils,
They travel some long
distances and pul o
some massive hours
fighting rural fires.
The unit has travelled
to the back country af
Taihape and with 18
2.8 Toyota, equipped.
with state of the art
fire fghting
equipment the team

al Koiltista are back
training and hoplng
for a ‘quiet’ suminer,
Prior to this weeks
rain wers
getting very dry ancd i’r. ’
was looking towardsa
being & summer of
high-alert.

The historicel Blue Gum, out on SHI1 has
finally been removeds/26

The trée which has stood for over 100 vears

Tree finally lowered
AL
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