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Koitiata Begins 

At the beginning of 1917 there was a Koitiata Domain but no surveyed village. 

The authorisation was given by Government later in 1917 "for the erection of 

seaside cottages on Koitiata Domain". It appears from reports that camping 

was quite popular “… by the river during summer.” but that there were "a few 

more substantial camping type structures in existence" prior to the setting up 

of Koitiata township. 

Koitiata Domain Board, (Rangitikei County Council), at their first meeting in 

December 1917, 'set the rules' for the Domain; “... shooting not permitted … 

pitching of tents to be permitted … no fires other than cooking". 

They also resolved "that the chairman, the secretary and inspector report upon 

most suitable position ... for cottages" and decided “… to grant one- year 

leases to those who had already erected cottages upon payment of 

£1; within 14 days from 1st January 1918.” 

It is therefore reasonable to claim that Koitiata was established by those who 

created that early camping village that existed at the beginning of 1917, (and 

earlier). 

In January 1918 the site for the planned township was selected. The map dated 

July 1918, lays out the beginning of the surveyed Township of Koitiata. But as 

history shows, in the future it would be more of the early‐bird cottages in the 

village that would enable Koitiata to become established. 
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