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Village For Sale 

The village’s site had been chosen, sections were surveyed, and then 39 sections were auctioned 

in February 1919. 

When the sections were made available in 1919, they were not freehold, but were in the Reserve 

and to be leased from the Crown via the Koitiata Domain Board which was a ‘committee’ of the 

Rangitikei County Council. 

They were offered for lease at an "upset annual rental of £1" meaning that the minimum annual 

lease would be £1 (£1 = $2). A news report dated 18 February 1919 indicates that the first seven 

sections were sold at the auction that day.  

Higher rental bids for more desirable sections are evident from the annual report of the Koitiata 

Domain Board which states that owners had leased "sections .... at from £1 to £1 4s 6d per 

annum...".  

A news item a year later in March 1920 states that at that date a total of 11 sections had been "… 

disposed of …".  

A Condition of Lease was, “Lessee to take precautions to prevent sand drift …”. But as they were 

to learn, that was going to be a very difficult and drawn-out process. 
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