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Shaky Start

Sand drift became a major issue. When Rapaki street was surveyed, it appears to have been
a flat grass area — until the high dunes on the riverbank decided to move inland. Following
are extracts from reports and they illustrate the severe problem the sand drift caused for
the new village of Koitiata.

November 1924: “... sand has drifted over sections 23 to 41 which are now practically
useless for building or camping sites. Out of 41 sections surveyed there are only a dozen of
any use..." [Note: the sections 23 to 41 are all the sections on the seaward side of Rapaki
street.]

December 1924: "The site where the township is laid out has as far back as the European
Settlers in the district could remember been a grass valley and free from any serious
encroachment of sand drift. The place has been a favourite camping ground for years past.
During the last two years the position has changed, and the sand has encroached on the
seaward side of the township and is threatening to further encroach from this direction and
from the north side.”

October 1928: “... The township is in a bad way. All houses are practically buried except
three cottages, two of which have been recently built further back from the beach.”

January 1930: "... still six cottages intact (in village) and one re-erected on private land just
beyond the boundary ... The high sand ridge between ... river and ... grass flats where the
township was laid off (surveyed), has now been practically levelled by high winds".

An extensive marram grass planting program began and a 1933 report states, “... marram
grass planted 3 years ago has grown well, ... but ... about 1/4 acre needs to be replanted,
and we should plant a further 2 acres at the north-western end.”

April 1936 report by the County Council Engineer; “The marram grass stabilisation work
was found in excellent order and the township area is now considered thoroughly safe for
building purposes ...”

While the County Engineer was confident in his report, the section owners had other ideas.
Despite all the plans and intentions, it was going to be a slow and shaky start-up for our
village!

From the reports it looked like all the Rapaki street area “was going to be abandoned”, and
that is what happened. There was a long pause in the development of the village from 1917
until the early 1950's. Until then only three of the village’s surveyed sections had buildings
on them, at 60, 62, and 64 Wainui street.

The aerial photo from 1942 and Rangitikei County Council maps, show another ten or more
buildings located on un-surveyed sections, and a few outside the designated township
boundaries. No buildings are visible in Rapaki street in the 1942 aerial photo or marked on
any of the 1950 era RCC maps. Indeed, a shaky start!
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The Rangitikei Advocate
November 28, 1924

DRIFTING SAND ON
KOITIATA SECTIONS

A meeting of Koitiata Domain Bourd
committee (which 1s composed of Ran-
eitikei County Councillors) was  helid
yesterday, when J. I AMorris was grant-
cd permission to trunsfer lease of sce
tion 16 of the Domain to Arthur Wav.
Mr Way wuailed on the committee and
pointed oul that during the past  few
years sand has drifted over scetions 20
to 41 which ure now practically uscless
for building or camping sites. Out ol
41 sections surveyed there are only o
dozen of any use for bullding sites. It
was resolved that Crs. Simpson. Stuwrt,
Dalrymple and Coleman visit the  re
serve and briug o report before  the
comuilttee as to the most satisfictory
muanuer of dealing with the  dnfting

sand. 4/18



The Rangitikel Adbocate
December 12, 1924

KOITIATA TOWNSHIP .

A committee of the Koitiata Domain
Board visited the township at the
mouth of Turakina rivdr fyesterday.
There were present Messrs A, (. Simp-
son, A Stuart, XK. W. Dalrymple, H. H.
Richardson and A. Thoms. Mt A. Way
was prescunt us representative of holders
of building allotment leascs in the town-
ship. The sitec where the township is
laid off had been as far back as could be
remembered, a grass valley and a fav-
ourite camping ground. ¢ During the
last two yecars, however, the position
has changed and the sand has en-
croached on the seaward side of the
township. The committes decided to
rccommend that plantine swith marram
grass or other similar plants be put in
hand, also that further scetions be laid
off on landward side and that lessces of
sections on  seaward side of Rapaki
Street be given opportunity to exchaneo
tleir scetions for sections to be laid o
on landward sid&/18




The ANangitiker dvocate

August 20, 1925

DRIFTING SAND AT KOITIATA

The drifting sand at Koitiata, tho
agttlement at the mouth of Turakina
iver, has cavsed considerablo damagoe
during the last two yoars, and yester-
dny Messrs IC W, Dalrympo, A. Stuart,
II. 1. Richardson and S. A. R. Malr, of
Rangitikei County Council, inspected
the loeality to report on the advisabil-
ity of Rangitikel County Council un-
dertaking clcaraneg work. It was de-
cided that sand-grass be planted and
the cost of this will be borne by money
accrued from tho ront of sections in the
township.
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The Rangitiker Advacate
May 3, 1928

BETTER ROAD NEEDED
FOR KOITIATA

At the unnual meeting of. the ICoi-
tinta Domain Board to-day the annual
report  disclosed  that the year eom-
meneed with a eredit of 27 and conclud-
ced with £24. TFurther planting of grass
to counternet sand «drift hiad been car-
ried out bhut further aetivity was still
necessary 1o deal with this problem.
The Domiain was used as a scaside re-
sort but Letter road access is necessary.
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The Rangitiket Adbocate
October 4, 1928

POMPEII IN THE SAND

Report by County Overseer Arthur Thoms to
today’s Rangitikei County Council meeting:-

“In ‘company with Cr, Stuart I re-
cently went down: to  the Ioitiata
township. "The road was very dry for
this scason’ of the year aund it would
not require-much work to put it in fauir
erder.  Tho township itself is in a bad
way. All tho houses-are practically
buried with sand excepting threo cot-
tnger, two of which Lhavo buen recently
built further back from the beach.’’—
The County Overscer. ) ‘
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The Rangitiker Adbocate
October 5, 1928

A Tecullar Cholce.

“CPersonally 1owoubd rather be in the
middie of a grass puddocie than at the
seaside, but there wre many who like a
duy at the beaeh, and we should try to
moko the Nottinta township uy atirac-
tive as poxsible”’ saud Cro AL Stuart
to yesterduy’s Council mecting, in re-
ferring to the probler of sand drift.
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The Rangqitiker Adbocate
January 31, 1930

At Turakina Beach

Reporting to tho Ioitiata Domain
Board yesterday with roference to the
stato of nffairs at Turakina heach a sub-
committeo set up for the purpose
stated: ““The sand-drift has further
cencronched upon the portion of the
Domain which was laid off for the cree-
tion of scasido cottages. Thera are,
however, still six cottages intact in
the locality and ore cotlage hay been
re-erceted on privately owned land
just’ beyond the bhoundary of the Do-
main.  The high sand ridge swhich lny
between the Turakina River und what
was formerly the grass flats where the
township® was Jaid off, has now been
practically levelled by high winds. ™
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The Rangitiker Advocate
January 26, 1933
MARRAM GRASS AT KOITIATA

The monthly mecting of the Koitiata
Domain Bonrd was held ut the County
Chambers to-day, all members with the
excoption of Cmr. Stuart and Dualzicll
bolng prosont.

Mr 1. 8. C. Marrison (I'ern Fiatg,
Marton) donatod £5 towards improv-
ing tho road to the seaside resort and
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded
Mr Morrison for his donation. s

M SUAL R Mair (cngmccr) rcport(
cd that as'Mr Stuart was:unable:to
nccompnny him he made a, pcrsonn] ip-
spectxon.of the abovo

The road from end wof moml is in
‘very fair order. The claying recently
carried out by residents with council’s
assistance has comsiderably improved
the smoothness of the long grassy flats.

The maram grass planted threo years
ago has grown well, ‘That plantod last
wintor has, ,on the whole, also taken
well, but in soveral patches has bLecen
destroyed by the sand blowing away.
e rccommended that in the proper
planting season, carly in the winter,
these patches bho made good, in all
amounting to about half an acre. Tt
would also be an advantage to plant a
further two acres JI the north-western
end.—The- rcport wnq adopted.



The Rangitiker Advocate
May 3, 1934

KOITATA DOMAIN
00—
ANNUAL REPORT -

Meeting as the Xotiata Domain
Board to-duy Rangitikei County Coun-
cillors ndopted the annual report pra-
sonted by the engincer, Mr 8. A, I
Mauair. ‘

This Domanin lios at the mouth of
tho Turnkinn River and for many yoars
the problem of sund-drift had been’ n
very real one, but the report indicated
that the position was greally {mproved.

““The access rond has, us necossary,
been maintuined by filling ruts and fas-
cining sund drifts, and is now in fair
order,”” sauid Mr Mair. ‘“The marram
grass plunted during tho lnst three
avinters huns takon very woll, and tho
main portion of the township arca i§
now fairly well stabilised. The Tur:-
kina River is now flowing along the
south shore, and is forming o large flat
sand bank of sevoral ncres adjacent fo

the township.  This is beeoming c¢nv-
ered with marram grasg, and if stabil-
ised will be o valuable addition. 1

would recommend further planting of
grass during this winter to the full ex-
tent of the funds available.”’

The bulanco-shoot showldd o cradit of
£17 and it w q cidod to ndopt tho
rocommondation .olg, tho engineor. b



The Rangitiker Adbocate
April 2, 1936

KOITIATA DOMAIN

e

Possibilities As Seaside
Resort

The following report on Iotiata Do-
miain (Turakinn Beach) wasg submitted 1
to to-day’s meeting of the Ranei{Thel
County Council by the 1 ngmecr Mr S,
AL Mairi— T o

With Councillor Stunrt an inspection
was nnde of Wdtinta Township, Messra
Waiwwright and Wilkie al€o attended.

The marram grass stabilisation work
was found in coxcellent order and the
township arca is now considered thew
oughly safo for Luilding purposcs and
reaflorestation.  There are n  fow
small Dlanks of a few square yards re-
quiring planting, and this will be dono
during tho winter.

The road down, owing to the abnor-
mal weather, was found in worse con-
dition than T have previously known it,
and necessary repairs will be put in
Lhand when conditions are suitable.

With the improved  econditions  ob-
taining at the township o demand is
setling in for scetions, and it is con-
sidered advisable to have the scetions
occupicd on temporary lease and fur-
ther allotments surveyed so that pro-
per titles ean be granted to present
and future occupiers.

In the meantimo the exact require-
ments of the Lands Department re
garding the township scetions is being
obtained. When this information is to
hand with the cost of the proposed
survey, T propose to submit o moro
comprehensive report as to (]0\'6101‘,—
mental work embracing all the aveil-
able funds.

T feel sure, and  Councillor Stunrf
concurs, that now the sections  have
been stabilised, if the road was im.
proved und suitable trees planted, tho
seetions would heeeme very popular
wnd would be a4 boon to the sca- loving
pullic over a very wide area oven bes
vond the confines of this country,
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Above: 1920's: Looking towards the sea from the Omanu street area, the bach on left is at 25
and on right at 27 Rapaki street.

Below: 1920's: Buildings being buried by the sand drift. Precise location unknown, probably
somewhere in the area of the sea end of Wainui and Rapaki.

‘#’44/.18,, '



Above: 1920's: Wainwright's bach at 25 Rapaki street, looking south with the sea to the
right side of location. Bach was relocated to 68 Wainui street late 1920's or early 30's.

Below: 1930's: This is the bach above, relocated to 68 Wainui from 25 Rapaki street.
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1930°s: The sand-drift problem shifted the village from Rapaki street to the Wainui and Omanu street intersection area.
These baches are located in Wainui street, from left to right at 64 (Cameron), 62 (Carter), 60 (Heidrich/Kelly).

{Please note shared satellite dish in the background.)
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The aerial photo above was taken by RNZAF in December 1942. The
buildings shown are all located in the Wainui/Omanu street area; no
buildings existed in Rapaki street at that time. The track going into the
village from the bottom of photo is n1o7\;\1/8Wainui street.




Wamui St;

Above: 1942: This has been cropped from the RNZAF aerial photo. Localities of the buildings in
the photo above are marked using current property numbers. This was Koitiata until building
started again in Rapaki street in the early 1950's.
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