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Organising the People 

Projects like the Hall and Causeway are great examples of the Koitiata 

community’s organisational abilities and the achievements of the residents’ 

committees and other bodies that have existed throughout our history.  

The first organisation was the Koitiata Domain Board. It was designated by 

Government in 1917 to administer the newly formed Koitiata Domain. The 

board was comprised of members of the Rangitikei County Council, and it 

continued until 1978.  

A letter dated November 1962, from RCC to the Turakina Beach Residents 

Association is the first record to hand of any community committee. There 

must have been good support for that committee; the chairman’s report of the 

1978 annual meeting, records “… at a meeting of 70 members of the 

Association, a new Committee was elected.”  

In May 1980, the RCC proposed to TBRA that they consider, "In view of number 

of permanent residents ... the possibility of constituting a residential area … 

under the Local Govt Act 1974.”  

Meeting of residents in August 1980 moved to go ahead with forming a 

Community Council. Ratepayers were informed that from April 1981 the new 

Council would operate, and that in early 1981, “Ratepayers and (Residents … to 

have lived in Koitiata Community district for three months)” could vote in 

elections for council members. Seven members then formed the new Koitiata 

Community Council, which was a sub-committee of the Rangitikei County 

Council.  

A Dec 1988 report states, "KCC will cease to exist … with the new Government 

Scheme of Regional Councils ..." The final meeting of the KCC was held in Oct 

1989. They advised of a public meeting to be held in November to discuss the 

formation of a new residents committee.  

The inaugural meeting of the Koitiata Residents Committee was held January 

1990. A separate Social Committee was created in 1992. These established our 

current residents committee system.  

There were hiccups from Nov. 1995, when the Residents Committee went into 

recess due to a lack of participation. The Social Committee stepped in and 

carried the can until March 1997 when a new K.R.C. was formed. 
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, rewsletter 1 lfovenber 82

The purpose o.f this newsLetter is to i:rfonn property ouners in the
Connnnrnity of some items of general interest,

The land constitutiag Koitiata
Recreatl-on Reserve was originally part of --pastoral licence held by Mary Ann
Moorehouse of England. ijer licence was for a term of 21 years from 1 Mallch tg8g.

In't906 she applied for and obtained the Deparbrentrs approval to s.gbdivide
the holdings and transfer portions to l,lr"R.K.Simpson anC Messrs C.W. & H. Wilson
for the balance of the term. When the Licence expired on 29 Febnrary 1909 it
rras offered for selection (as such licences contained rro right of renewal) arra
the success-fu1 applicant insofar as Run 17 wa.s concerned was Duncan Simpsn.

rn August 1913 yo'Llr council (county council) made represeiztation to the
DePartment about acquiring an area of land at the mouth of the ?urakiaa River
for a seaside resort to meet the needs of the residents of Rangitikei. Council
also indicated that the pastoral licensee, Dosimpson, was r.ril l ing to reli.nguish
his interest in 1oO or rore acres of his l icence for such a purpose. This was
shortly folloved by written advice -from Mr.simpson in s.rpporl of tfr. pr.oposal,
conditionally that the proposed area be controlled by your council.

A-fter subsequent discussion between the three parties an area of 165 acres
2 roods was surveyed out of the pastoral licence.

Pursuant to Section 321 of the tand Act 19OB this area lras set aside as a -
reserve for a public recrea.tion gncund. ,1[ew Zealand Gazette 1915 page 642 refers.

, As, a 4esult of the 
".a,r"tior. 

t;;";*;"i ,rl.".e area i"Ir,si.rnpson..r.s,.t^-9!.!.i l- '
t*as adjusted proport ionatery taking effect f rom 1st septernber i916, you wir l
gather frorn'this lt is not strictly cornbct that Mrisinrpson gifted the land.
The land was stll 'rendered::frsm his lease with his agreernent and as a result of
nhich he reedived a rental adju.strnento

Subsequent to the gazettaL as a reserve the l-and was by I'Iew zealand Gazette
1917 Pase 789 brousft t ,un<1er the provisions of Part  11 o-f  the publ ic Reseives ,
and Dornains Act 1908 and named Koitiata Domain, By Gazette 1g1 7 page 1120 the
County Cour:cil r.'as,subsequently-appointed to control and nanage the donr.ain

- The intention had always been that part of the domain be a.vaiiable for :
beech sect ions. sect ion 59'qt the Reserves and Othe: t 'anJs Jirpor"r  i " t - i i lZ
authorised the issue of leases for this purpose over areas rro c **"*uoing one
guarter acte individuallyr..the total area of the scetj.ons not to exceedon ethenth
of the 

9taf area of the domajru Forty one sections lilere surveyed out for thi;
pt"lo,": (napa-t_i Street) but very fer^,, were leased in the early aays becausu oi-"

:i1.:3"^l*11*: T1e-rro3len however must have been resolved as all rhese
sections are now oclqied" Nevertheless beciuse o-f the sand blou pr.obtem sorne
residence vere erected on al1 unsurveyed area (baseo on a scheme plan vhich
slowed qn extention to tlre.erisinal sur.rey"o a".uf-;; ;J;;""-;i-.rti"-o-*r*r."
of these residerces latterly oecame known-., ro'u-tt."u. irr"-"itr.ti,r; ;;;* 

-

finan:I1y sorted out in the 1 950's when survey *as conpleted t) correctry fix
the boundarigs of all. sections then occrrpiea. In the early 1960, s a g.irttrer
subdivision ( so 2625j) roras approvedo

There are now 103 residen sect ion in the Reserver
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