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Socialising the Village

It’s not just the organising that has made Koitiata a community, it’s the social
stuff that does it too. From the beginning, social activities have always been up
there at the top of the community’s priority list, and what better way to have
social activities than with a Social Committee to organise it!

With the new Community Centre upright in 1982, no time was wasted in
organising a social function. "Christmas Gathering. In an effort to promote
fellowship in the settlement it is suggested that a gathering be held at the
Community Building 8om Saturday 18 December.”

The hall became the centre for the community’s organised regular activities
and there has usually been a Social Committee behind it all. While the hall has
been the hub, not all community activities were indoor.

When the river was just out the front, often a wide lagoon would form in front
of the village. Some complained about how it restricted their ability to go
fishing. Others just had fun having raft races.

A community event during the 1990’s was the Xmas parade. People dressed up
like clowns. Residents also decorated their tractors and motor bikes and
bicycles.

And one of the community activities involved a fire engine which would drive
around town while full of Xmas Carol singing ladies.

But one event is a mystery; from a 1985 newsletter "...the group which
organised the band function on the Domain a year or so ago ...permission given
to organise similar band function on the Labour Day week-end." Phoned Pink
Floyd, it wasn’t them.



Koitiata Community Council November 1982
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Koitiata Community Council October 1984
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Newsletter September 1985
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Newsletter September 1985
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Koitiata Community Council 1987
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Koitiata Community Council June 1988
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The Ranqitiker fAlail
August 4, 1994

First trees planted to beautify beach

THE FIRST tree plantings tn a beauti-
fication scheme at Turzkina Beach
started recently. The programme origi-
nated from resident Claire Atkin's sug-
gestion donations rather than birthday
gifts could be used to buy trees. Due to

her generous gesture a fund of $120 has
heen raised to get the project under-
way, The Turakina Beach community
were pleased to have two of their first
permanent residents, Hilton and Mavis
Farr, do the inaugural planting.
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Grooving in Turakina

The highlight of my
Turakina Mew Year was -
undoubtedly the dance at
the community hall. A
humdinger that went on
into the pre-wee hours —
wee being 1, 2, 3am etg;
pre-wee being the biggest
hour of all, which is 12.

I HAD atrived after the fashionable
time, which was about 7.30, and
most of the material involved in
“ladies a plate”™ had become just
that — plates. The informal rules
are that if you want a bench beside
the trestles then you're there before
8pm — when you can also get the
pikelets, the home-cooked ginger
cake, the club sandwiches before
they start to curl and the top half of
the keg.

After 9 you get the semi-club
sandwiches, created by people who
haven't been able (o work out how
many layers were involved, the half
of the keg that's left when the
bubbles have left also, and those
flat squares of dred industrial glue
with raising in them that you'll also
be able to get at 10, 11, 12.

And of course you dance. You
dance foxtrots, quick-steps, waltzes
— all done by spreading the fingers

t hand a.muntl the
bowling ball of hip of your country

of your righ

partner and rocking side-ways while
moving backwards round the hall.
In fact you can dance polkas,
tangos, sambas and mumbas in the
same way. To do line dancing you
probably just flip your partner open
like a mussel shell untl she Is
beside you, and rock on, babe.

You learn much in the intervals
between dances; for instance you
learn that there are 30 Massey
Ferpusons at Turakina Beach. In
fact vou re-leam this information
because you learnt it here, on this
very occasion last year, From, may I
add, the very same poerson.

The most interesting person [ met
was Les. Les had lived for some
yoears in my homeland of Buller and
had worked in the mines of
Denniston. We swapped tales of the
bath house — four hundred naked
men plo the revolution at the
manthly stop-work) meeting —
lighting the fire at 5.30 in the
moming — with gelignite! (Tt burns
like sugar, but don't drop it])

Then Les told me he could have
been a contender. He'd been a
hoxer, and-a mjghty fair one at that.
He'd fought three times with Eddie
Morrison, a local hero who went to
the Empire Games in Cardiff, 1958

and should have won, He wue

robbed, of course, ;

"We worked on the coalface
together, and it was me who-found
the top of his finger when it got
chopped off — cripes like trying to

a flea on a black dog. Anyway I
did but they never got it back on;
bit dirty I suppose.”

Anyway, Les fought Eddie three
times — “two of them were
exhibition matches, and it was really
close. Then we had a real bout and
he knocked me out — but not by
much!®

Then, said Les, Bddie had gone
on to knock out Australian
champion Tony Madigan — who
himself went on to go the full
distance with Cassius Clay. "So if he
could give Clay a gond go and [
could give Eddie a good go, who
knows what [ might have done in a
title chance?”

It was a good night — so good,
that we all felt we could have gone
on. And we did, elsewhere.

My New Year's resolution was to
get fit. So, statistically, was yours. At
least 90 percent of us, figures reveal,
resolve each year to get fit Well, T -
thought I could dedicate the odd

column to a "get it with Peter |
Hawes" section — like Steve Gurney
did recently. So, here goes:

Day one; Now, like me, you
probably haven't actually got out of
a slow walk in che last twenty-five
years, 50, take it easy!

Day o, Having taken it easy all
day vou're probably a bit 1'I1LI'.IE OVET,
S0 we'll start tomorrow.

Day three: Find a nice level p:—lm
which is soft underfoot — we don’t
want RS5I of the knee jnints —and |
lean forward until vou are in danger
of falling on your face,

You will find that one leg or other
will pop out in front of you to stop
this happening. 5tll leaning
dangerously forward will ensure that
the other leg will now do the same,
as you pivot over the initial leg. A
series of such defensive reactions

~will now occur. This is known as

Tunmning.

Run in this way for about 45
geconds, then allow your stomach
to start to churn. Follow this by
activating a swirling faintness in
your head After several more steps
fall headlong to the ground. Gasp
torturously. Look up and try and
make the clouds spin sickeningly
above you. Turm as green as
possible and take out your
celiphone. Using your remaining
reserves, dial for help.

We'll get an to day four another

day. 15
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Just Doing Unorganised Social Stuff

Of course, people didn’t come here to be organised, they came for fun. They came to go
fishing or swimming or to go to the beach or to just play around on the river in a boat.
Whether permanent or weekender or day visitor, going to the beach is for fun!
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Above: Rowing across the river 1922

Right: Having a swim in 1948 while
Dad and his mates catch fish. Then
just over 50 years later we came back
to live here in Koitiata.

Below: If it’s a bit far to walk to the
beach, catch a bus. You’ll get your
exercise when the bus gets stuck.

‘ 3

N
-~ '\
AN



1930’s / 40’s
-
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Above: Many hands make light
work of a net full of fish.

Left: Building shelters on the
s beach.

§ Below: Bob Morton was a real
favourite with the kids, taking
them for a ride in his horse and
dray. (photo at 68 Wainui street)
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October 2005

Above: Are there ever any
more than a few whitebait?

Right: No cutboards
needed back in the 1920’s.

Below: George and Charles
Harr with bags of ducks at 5
Omanu street in 1945,
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Below: Crossing the river over to the beach and back again, the 1920’s style.

1922

Below: Trying to cross the river 94 years later, no style.

2016
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