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Bowling Green 

Every community has their local myths and Koitiata has its share, 

several relating to the Bowling Green. That block of land in Wainui street has 

been the subject of a variety of views and conjecture within our village, as to 

its status and access. It is said that one should never let the facts get in the way 

of a good myth, but this is history, so read on. 

There are three sections in the Bowling Green, all on one title and all owned by 

Rangitikei District Council. The hall section is also on that same title, for 

convenience because all the sections have the same owner. 

The unofficial name bestowed on the area came from a project which 

commenced in 1972, to create a bowling green. It was a well-intentioned 

project, but it never came to fruition. To enable that project, the Koitiata 

Community Council bestowed the designation of recreation reserve on that 

block of land. Since that projected use never eventuated, the land has just 

idled away its time at the beach as the Bowling Green. 

That is, until a resident showed an interest in buying one of the Bowling Green 

sections in 1997. The documents accessible on following pages, include the 

communications between Koitiata Residents Committee and RDC that 

followed. In response to the advice from RDC on the sale enquiry, the 

community’s myths and conjecture regarding ownership, access and usage 

were put to paper. 

The community’s concerns were responded to by RDC with legal advice from 

their lawyers. That document should have served to put to rest all the 

speculation that existed in the village regarding the status of the Bowling 

Green sections. Unfortunately, it appears the information was not widely 

distributed within the community. If it had been the myth would not have 

lasted another 20 years. So, the bowling green went back to just being at the 

beach, with its mythical landlocked status remaining. 

The last document included is a copy of an email from RDC, 3rd February 2017, 

confirming that the status of the Bowling Green remains the same as it was in 

1997. The maps on last page illustrate the location of the sections and Right-of-

Way from Wainui street.  

It was a good myth while it lasted! 
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These are extracts from documents which give an indication of the effort applied, and the 

difficulties they encountered in trying to turn the area into a bowling green. 

1972 Report of Meeting of Section Holders at Koitiata … Saturday 22nd July 1972 

 

1985 Newsletter from Koitiata Community Council, September 1985 

 

1986 Newsletter from Koitiata Community Council, August 1986 
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Chairman’s Report, Koitiata Community Council May 1987: 
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file:///C/...20&%20Docs%20for%20Web/25-'More'%20Subjects/Bowling%20Green/Post%20These/RDC%20verification-Fe%202017.txt[22/03/2017 9:40:00 PM]

From: Michael Hodder
Sent: Friday, 3 February 2017 3:11 PM
To: 'eddymbeach@gmail.com'
Subject: RE: Koitiata History

Hello, Eddy

Apologies for delay

The ownership of sections 59-61 and 65 remains with Council.  They are all on the one title so if one lot were to be sold, 
Council would need to go through a formal subdivision process.  

The paper road to the north of sections 59, 60 and 61 is going through a road-stopping process. Once complete, there 
will no longer be legal road access to those three sections or to lots 62, 63 and 64.  However, as you will see from the 
attached, these sections have a ROW to Wainui Street through lot 65.

Lot 61 has a ROW to Wainui Street through lot 66.  If lot 61 were to be sold, a ROW to lots 59 and 60 would be part of 
the subdivision conditions.

The designation by the Koitiata Community Council of lots 59-61 and 65 as recreation reserve is noted in the 
comprehensive review of Council properties undertaken in 2005.  

Hope that helps.

Michael
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Above: The map extract shows the Right of Way from Wainui Street into Lot 61 as described 

in copy of email from RDC on previous page. (And ROWs into 62, 63, 64.) 

Below:  The map extract below shows position of “Bowling Green” sections, 59, 60, 61. 
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