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Bowling Green

Every community has their local myths and Koitiata has its share,

several relating to the Bowling Green. That block of land in Wainui street has
been the subject of a variety of views and conjecture within our village, as to
its status and access. It is said that one should never let the facts get in the way
of a good myth, but this is history, so read on.

There are three sections in the Bowling Green, all on one title and all owned by
Rangitikei District Council. The hall section is also on that same title, for
convenience because all the sections have the same owner.

The unofficial name bestowed on the area came from a project which
commenced in 1972, to create a bowling green. It was a well-intentioned
project, but it never came to fruition. To enable that project, the Koitiata
Community Council bestowed the designation of recreation reserve on that
block of land. Since that projected use never eventuated, the land has just
idled away its time at the beach as the Bowling Green.

That is, until a resident showed an interest in buying one of the Bowling Green
sections in 1997. The documents accessible on following pages, include the
communications between Koitiata Residents Committee and RDC that
followed. In response to the advice from RDC on the sale enquiry, the
community’s myths and conjecture regarding ownership, access and usage
were put to paper.

The community’s concerns were responded to by RDC with legal advice from
their lawyers. That document should have served to put to rest all the
speculation that existed in the village regarding the status of the Bowling
Green sections. Unfortunately, it appears the information was not widely
distributed within the community. If it had been the myth would not have
lasted another 20 years. So, the bowling green went back to just being at the
beach, with its mythical landlocked status remaining.

The last document included is a copy of an email from RDC, 3rd February 2017,
confirming that the status of the Bowling Green remains the same as it was in
1997. The maps on last page illustrate the location of the sections and Right-of-
Way from Wainui street.

It was a good myth while it lasted!



These are extracts from documents which give an indication of the effort applied, and the
difficulties they encountered in trying to turn the area into a bowling green.

1972 Report of Meeting of Section Holders at Koitiata ... Saturday 22" July 1972

S0WL ING CREENs A vote was taken on the principle of establﬁshing‘a
bowling green and this wes carried by 16 votes for and 9 agaxpst.
The Engineer wes asked to investigate sites with s locel committee

interested in the proposel,

1985 Newsletter from Koitiata Community Council, September 1985

Recreation. Twe sections at the back of Mrs awcliffes residence
fainui St, have been purchased by the Committee, It is proposed !
use portion of these sections to provide a bowling green. The secilon

have been cleared of lugppin and it is intended to level them in the
near future,

1986 Newsletter from Koitiata Community Council, August 1986

ace r the Touncil
he sections are at the
dccess %0 the mections in
PRk
T'ﬁ‘ i__rfl s srozerty
oune ta level the
outtoor bowling rreen. The
achinery & tha
Il be uped te level
ine srgen will Lebl
ext oz jor sroject,

1987 Chairman’s Report, Koitiata Community Council May 1987:
Pagel RECREATION AREA,

Owing to the late levelling completed at the end of October, we never had a
chance to put some dirt on top of the area to try and stop sand blow, so
Massey College recommended we sow grass seed and keep it well watered.
Unfortunately, the day after sowing, we struck a strong nor wester and we lost
a lot of new seed. But with the continual watering some seed came up, and
with the wet sand, stopped our sections finishing up on Wainui Street. At
this point I must thank all those who helped with the watering. Bill Cormish
for the use of his water bore and time, Ray Vicars for the loan of his water
pump, Martin Pritchard for wiring up the power to the pump and installing a
time switch. Special thanks must go to Arnold Nation for the loan of his
sprinklers, alkathine pipe, and fittings.

During the watering, the half horsepower motor burnt out and Arnold at his own
expense, brought us a new motor (approximately $300.00), so the watering would
not stop. Also we thank him for all the time he has spent watering and doing
running repairs on the gear and with Eddie Ramsdales help sowing seed etc.

There will be a Meeting on Monday 1 June 1987 at 10 a.m. at the Koitiata
Community Hall for all to discuss the viability and costs of any future
development on the area. This concerns everybody, so please attend.
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From: Michael Hodder

Sent: Friday, 3 February 2017 3:11 PM
To: 'eddymbeach@gmail.com'
Subject: RE: Koitiata History

Hello, Eddy

Apologies for delay

The ownership of sections 59-61 and 65 remains with Council. They are all on the one title so if one lot were to be sold,
Council would need to go through a formal subdivision process.

The paper road to the north of sections 59, 60 and 61 is going through a road-stopping process. Once complete, there
will no longer be legal road access to those three sections or to lots 62, 63 and 64. However, as you will see from the
attached, these sections have a ROW to Wainui Street through lot 65.

Lot 61 has a ROW to Wainui Street through lot 66. If lot 61 were to be sold, a ROW to lots 59 and 60 would be part of
the subdivision conditions.

The designation by the Koitiata Community Council of lots 59-61 and 65 as recreation reserve is noted in the
comprehensive review of Council properties undertaken in 2005.

Hope that helps.

Michael
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Above: The map extract shows the Right of Way from Wainui Street into Lot 61 as described
in copy of email from RDC on previous page. (And ROWs into 62, 63, 64.)
Below: The map extract below shows position of “Bowling Green” sections, 59, 60, 61.
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