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Ship Wrecks 

Part One 

Being adjacent to the coast it is not surprising that there are ship-wreck-locations within 

reasonable proximity to Koitiata. (We don’t include the numerous ‘dumping’s’ in the surf 

coming back from fishing).  

Fusilier:  The most well-known to village residents has been the Fusilier, which was wrecked in 

1884, some eight kilometres south of the village down Turakina Beach.  The wreck has long 

since vanished under the dunes, but its location is marked on maps and there is a road named 

after it in that area. There has been a lot of media reports about this wreck over the years and 

extracts and copies from news media publications are reproduced on the following pages.  

The Fusilier was a popular place for a beach-day-out when it was accessible, with numerous 

mentions of it in the recollections of early Koitiata residents. The deteriorating wreck was also 

an interesting photography subject, and some of those photos came to hand during research 

for the Koitiata History project and are also included. 

Robina Dunlop:  Less well known is the story of the Robina Dunlop which was wrecked in 1877 

on the northern side of the Turakina River mouth. Possibly because of access having to cross 

the river, perhaps because it was reported to be “a total wreck” or maybe being that the 

captain “gifted” the remains to the local Māori chief, it has not been recorded as being a 

beach-day-out-destination for early village residents. It was probably long gone by the time 

Koitiata was established. 

Indrabarah:  This steamer went ashore a few miles north of the mouth of the Rangitikei River 

in May 1913. Some of the cargo was removed with the help of residents of the area and the 

ship was re-floated two months later. There was no shortage of news clippings or photos 

available to tell that story. 

Ship Wrecks   (Produced in separate booklet) 

Part Two 

Part Two contains two stories, one each on the wrecks of the Robina Dunlop and the Fusilier 

by Mike Johnston, MSc (Hons) in Earth Sciences. 

Mike presented an information evening for Koitiata residents in the Koitiata Hall in September 

2018, the main subject being about the Robina Dunlop, and subsequently he provided these 

stories for inclusion in the Koitiata/History web site. 

Mike was at that time working with a team of Maritime Archaeology Association of New 

Zealand (MAANZ) members researching the wreck of the Robina Dunlop. 

Mike also provided us with his well-researched and informative story about the wreck of the 

Fusilier. 
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From Rangitikei Mail, 12th May 1977 

The content in the next six pages has been created by cropping and pasting from the 

original news clipping pages, shown below. 
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Photo taken 1915. 

(Note that shoreline is still close to wreck at that time.) 

 

 

Photo taken 1938 
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These photos were taken in 1948 and provided by Maurice Heidrich. In a note with photos, he 
said “These were taken in 1948. The chap holding the rudder is myself and the other two are my 

sister Nathalie and Charles Haar.” Their visits to the wreck are described in Recollections. 
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Wreck of Fusilier 1954. Photos by Wally Bertram 
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Above: News Clipping 30th August 1963 (Source publication unknown) 

 

 

Above: Photo 1963 (Source unknown) 
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Robina Dunlop 

 

  

News from Evening Post 15th August 1877 

 

22



23



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24



 

 

Above: Photo taken the day Indrabarah was stranded. 

 

Below: Camping at the beach. 
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Above: It’s a busy day at the beach. 

 

Below: “Cargo was jettisoned on Thursday and Friday, June 19 and 20 when the unsuccessful 

attempts to refloat the vessel were being made. The cargo is strewn along the shore for a distance 

of over two miles, and comprises wool & fibre, kauri gum in sacks & cases, casks of tallow, etc.” 

Photo by C. H. Edwards 
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