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Shaky Start

Sand drift became a major issue. When Rapaki street was surveyed, it appears to have been
a flat grass area — until the high dunes on the riverbank decided to move inland. Following
are extracts from reports and they illustrate the severe problem the sand drift caused for
the new village of Koitiata.

November 1924: “... sand has drifted over sections 23 to 41 which are now practically
useless for building or camping sites. Out of 41 sections surveyed there are only a dozen of
any use..." [Note: the sections 23 to 41 are all the sections on the seaward side of Rapaki
street.]

December 1924: "The site where the township is laid out has as far back as the European
Settlers in the district could remember been a grass valley and free from any serious
encroachment of sand drift. The place has been a favourite camping ground for years past.
During the last two years the position has changed, and the sand has encroached on the
seaward side of the township and is threatening to further encroach from this direction and
from the north side.”

October 1928: “... The township is in a bad way. All houses are practically buried except
three cottages, two of which have been recently built further back from the beach.”

January 1930: "... still six cottages intact (in village) and one re-erected on private land just
beyond the boundary ... The high sand ridge between ... river and ... grass flats where the
township was laid off (surveyed), has now been practically levelled by high winds".

An extensive marram grass planting program began and a 1933 report states, “... marram
grass planted 3 years ago has grown well, ... but ... about 1/4 acre needs to be replanted,
and we should plant a further 2 acres at the north-western end.”

April 1936 report by the County Council Engineer; “The marram grass stabilisation work
was found in excellent order and the township area is now considered thoroughly safe for
building purposes ...”

While the County Engineer was confident in his report, the section owners had other ideas.
Despite all the plans and intentions, it was going to be a slow and shaky start-up for our
village!

From the reports it looked like all the Rapaki street area “was going to be abandoned”, and
that is what happened. There was a long pause in the development of the village from 1917
until the early 1950's. Until then only three of the village’s surveyed sections had buildings
on them, at 60, 62, and 64 Wainui street.

The aerial photo from 1942 and Rangitikei County Council maps, show another ten or more
buildings located on un-surveyed sections, and a few outside the designated township
boundaries. No buildings are visible in Rapaki street in the 1942 aerial photo or marked on
any of the 1950 era RCC maps. Indeed, a shaky start!
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KOITIATA TOWNSHIP -

—

A camzitten of the Xoitiata Domain
o visited the townshin ot the
mitwth of Turakipga rivan 'vc:terda."
Thera were prosent Messrs A, (F Simp-
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DRIFTING SAND AT ROITIATA

drifting sand at Koitiata, ths
went oat the moulh of Turakina
hrs enused considernbie damagoe

r the dast two veonrs, ard vestor-
dny Aessrg I0 Y, Dnln mpo, A Stunrt,
. H. Richardson and 5. A, I Mair, of
Hunpitikel County Council, inspeeted
the lerality 1o report on the advisabils
ity of lin ""‘1((‘1 County Couneil un-
Adert 'Hin-g cenrineg wotk. It wns de-
cided tuat samd-prass be planted and
the vost of =iz will he borme by money
neerved from tho rent of scetions in the
fownship, 6
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BETTER ROAD NELDED
FOR KHTEATA

A the annaal meeting of the T
tinda Pramanin Board Ir:-ﬂ..;l'\' the annund
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with o eredit of 27 nodd coneluds
v 1 with £200 Purthier plunting of grass
oo nternet samd sleit Td been e

vied oot but furtier setiv IR
ceessan vy fo dloal \\1111 woldent,
Ihnadn was vsed s oo se T

¢ Bt Letler Tond goorss s nocessioy.




The Ranaitiker Advorate
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POMPEIT IN TIE SAND

Report by County Overseer Arthur Thoms to
today’s Rangitike! County Coungil mecting:-

Hn company witl Cr, Stuart T re-
cently went downs tuv the Noitintn
township, “The road waw very dry for
this scason of tho yewr and it would
not require mueh work to put it in fuir
erdes. Phe towashkip itscil is in a bad
wiy. - Ait the lwuses are proctically
Luried with sand excenling threo cot-
Lugres, Ltwo of which have Leoen recently
buiit furtlier buek from the Leach)’'—
Plie County Overseor.
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At Turakina Beach

Reporting to the Woitiatn PDomain
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The Rangitilier dvocate
Tanuary 26, 1933
SMARRAM GRASS AT KOTTIATA

The monthly mecting of the oitista
Damain Tloard wns held 6t the County
Chambors to-doy, all members with the
exceplion of Cmr. Stunrt and Duaizicll
being prosant,

Me 1. & C. Morrigon {IPern Flats,
Muarton) donnted £5 towards imprev:
ing the road to the seaside -resort and
w hearly vote of thanks was aceorded
Mr Morrison fer his denation. .

Me SAL R Mair (Cngini‘.cr}:’i’(‘port:
cd tbat ass Mr Stuart was-uvnable to
accompany him he made a.’peyadnal in-.
spection-of the above. .

Tho road from end .of ‘motal is in
very fair order. Ths claying recently
carried out by residents with council '
gssistanes has considerably improved
Lho smoothness of the long prassy fiuts

The maram grass planted three years
age has grown weli, That plantod Ias
winter bas, ,on the whele, also takes
well, but in several patehen has Lecen
destroyed by the sand blowing awny.
He recommended that o the prepet
planting soason, early in tho winter,
these patehes be made pood, in all
smountling to about half an acre. 1
wou'd alse be nn advantage to plant o

further two acres at the north-wosterng g

end.—"The report was adapted,
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KOTIATA DOMAIN

oQo——
ANNUAL REPCRT -

AMeeting  as  the XNalats Domain
Board to-lay Rangitikel County Coun-
citivrs adopted the nunoasl report pea-
sented Ly the engineer, Mr 8, A T
Alair. ’

This Domae lies ot the mouth  of
the Purnking River and fur nany yoors
the problen: of spad-drift had been &
very read one, bul Lhe report indicated
(iat the pasition was greatly improvest.

CUPhe neeess rond lins, ns ROCOSSAYY,
Decn mintained by filling ruls and fas
¢ining sand drifts, wnd is now in fair
order,”? sand Mr Muir. "The marran
prass plunted during ke Tnst thred
awinfers has lnken very well, and the
nnin poriion of the township aren IS
now [alely weh stavilised, The Tare
Kinn Hiver is now flewiag aleng e
sputh shere, amd is forming o largo gat
sannd bank of several acres adjacent to
the township.  This 15 beeoming cov-
erocd with msrrn grsg, ang if stabi)
on. |
woud pecoanmemd Tuether |1]m'.ti1:1_‘: !
prrass dhniog this winter te the fun ess
tiret of the fuumds avmlalle )’

The badnaeeshoot showld o credin of
£17 a0 owas doehled to adopt the
reaqinmotiintion ol tho engineer, "

Imed wili B on vadunbic additd
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The Ranginikel Advocate
April 21936

KOTIATA DOMAIN

.

. Possibilities As Seaside
Resort

Tha Fellowivg repart on Totin?
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e . .
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Wittun il and Walkie uleo nttonded,

The marram grass Stabiliselion work

founmd in exzellent onder
shin aren iz now considered g

cughiy safe for Luilling porscses and

reaflorestazing, There are o fow
seall Blanks of n few square vards ro

qrizing planting, and thiz will e Jone
duarivy the winter,

The road down, owing o the abaor-
mal weather, was found in worse con-
ditlon thun T have previously known i
And necessary ropeirs will be pat in
Lan! whon conditions are seitahls,

With the dieproved  canditions ab-

nr the township a demand s

setling in for sections and it is con

nleredl acdvisnblic to have the seotions

soeupied on toimporary lease and far
ther alloteients survoyed so that pro-
per dities ean be pranted fo present
ami Diture occupiers,

In the meantimo the eoxact require-
ments of the Lands Deparmont  re

gardieg the township sectivns is he

.
oltained. When his informaticn is to
hand with the cest wf the Irropinsril
=iever, T opropese fo o aabinlt o cuera
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rorvial gwarly eactisneing ol the awnil
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Above: 1920's: Looking towards the sea from the Omanu street area, the bach on left is at 25
and on right at 27 Rapaki street.

Below: 1920's: Buildings being buried by the sand drift. Precise location unknown, probably
somewhere in the area of the sea end of Wainui and Rapaki.




Above: 1920's: Wainwright's bach at 25 Rapaki street, looking south with the sea to the
right side of location. Bach was relocated to 68 Wainui street late 1920's or early 30's.

Below: 1930's: This is the bach above, relocated to 68 Wainui from 25 Rapaki street.

EpuiHHH’nHIH




1930°s: The sand-drift problem shifted the village from Rapaki street to the Wainui and Omanu street intersection area.
These baches are located in Wainui street, from left to right at 64 (Cameron), 62 (Carter), 60 (Heidrich/Kelly).

{Please note shared satellite dish in the background.)
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The aerial photo above was taken by RNZAF in December 1942. The
buildings shown are all located in the Wainui/Omanu street area; no

buildings existed in Rapaki street at that time. The track going into the
village from the bottom of photo is now Wainui street.




Wamui St;

Above: 1942: This has been cropped from the RNZAF aerial photo. Localities of the buildings in
the photo above are marked using current property numbers. This was Koitiata until building
started again in Rapaki street in the early 1950's.
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